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Unwelcome visitors 

For a party that rails against immigrants, the 
British National Party is increasingly reliant on 
South African racists to run its British operation. 
As this month’s excellent investigation reveals, 
the tentacles of the supporters of apartheid run 
deep within the BNP. At a time when the BNP is 
attempting to moderate its public image, the 
South African link speaks volumes. 

These people fled the new South Africa because 
of their opposition to democracy and majority 
rule. It really does give a glimpse into the society 
they would turn Britain into if they got half a 
chance. And even now, as they campaign within 
the electoral system in the UK, their friends back 
in SA are once again considering a more violent 
response. 


Losing credibility 

The decision of Pope Benedict XVI to rehabilitate 
a British Bishop who has denied the Holocaust is 
insulting and foolhardy. In a world of rising racial 
and religious friction such an action can only 
further alienate and divide. The Vatican claims 
that the move is simply an attempt to heal 


divisions with the Society of Saint Pius X, 
a breakaway group established by French 
archbishop Marcel Lefebvre and now led by 
bishop Bernard Fellay. The renegades might well 
be brought back into the Catholic fold but it will 
be at the cost of the Pope’s credibility, particularly 
in international and inter-ethnic affairs. 


Unity is Strength 

These are difficult days for trade unions. 
Every day there is more bad news about the 
economy, whether it be job losses, cutbacks in 
production or the collapsing pound. And things 
are only going to get worse, much worse. Even for 
those with relative job security there is fear and 
uncertainty about what the future brings. 
Against this backdrop the BNP’s message of 
hate and blame will strike a resonance. Unions 
have to steer their members through these hard 
time while simultaneously making sure their 
activists reject the racist and simple solutions of 
the far right. 

This month Searchlight launches its union 
toolkit, which is intended to help in that battle. 
Packed with background information on the 
BNP’s real attitude to workers and unions, 
answers to common workplace myths and a step- 
by-step guide to workplace organising, the DVD 
and accompanying magazine will be an invaluable 
weapon in ensuring that the old adage, Unity is 
Strength, emerges victorious. ~= 


Aspecial investigation by 
Simon Cressy, Gerry Gable 
and Sonia Gable 


erhaps it is not surprising that, 
after the UK, the country that 
provides the largest number of 
visitors to the British National 
Party website is South Africa, where 
there are still many white residents who 
hanker after the country’s apartheid past. 

Many of them may be friends and 
relations of the growing number of 
South African BNP members, of whom 
Arthur Kemp, editor of the BNP 
website and in charge of the ideological 
training of the party’s 250 or so elite 
activists, is the most prominent. 

It has clearly not escaped the 
notice of the BNP leadership 
that white South Africans 
who fled black majority rule 
and now live in the UK are 
potentially a fertile recruiting 
ground for the racist party. 

Especially of interest to 
the BNP, which has run 
several major fundraising 
campaigns over the past 
year, are wealthy South 
African business people 
and well paid financial 
services professionals in the 
City and Canary Wharf, many of 
whom meet up at the Aardvark pub 
in Rotherhithe, southeast London. 
Run until last month by Werner 
Swanepoel, it boasts “true South 
African hospitality”, live performances 
by South African artists and traditional 
South African food. 

It was also the venue in July 2006 for 
an international meeting of the hardline 
white separatists of the Orania 
Movement, an attempt to set up a white 
homeland in the village of Orania in 
South Africa’s Northern Cape province. 
With only around 1,500 residents, the 
privately owned village is a minuscule 
shadow of the ambition by Professor 
Carel Boshoff, a grandson of the 


Neil McAllister (centre) holds South African 
apartheid flag alongside Chris Hurst (right) 
with the flag of the illegal Rhodesian regime 


architect of apartheid, Hendrik 
Verwoerd, to grab a large part of the 
province for a self-governing Afrikaner 
homeland at the time of the collapse of 
the apartheid regime. 

Hopeful of rich pickings for the 
BNP, in both members and 
financial support, and with one 
eye on the potential for building 

a South African resistance 
against majority rule, Neil 
McAllister, a South African 
BNP activist and failed 
publican now living in 

Chessington, Surrey, has 

cultivated a link with 
Swanepoel. He has been 
helped in this by Una Rice, 
a white exile from Zimbabwe, 
who works hard for the BNP in 
Barking and Dagenham. 
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A graduate, Rice, 31, was the victim of 
a road accident in 1984 which is 
reported to have left her disabled with 
brain injuries. She had arrived in the 
UK two years earlier with her mother. 
Now living in Barking, east London, 
she has gone about establishing herself 
as a political and clerical prop for 
councillor Bob Bailey, the leader of 
the BNP group on Barking and 
Dagenham council, and Richard 
Barnbrook, a Barking and Dagenham 
councillor and the BNP’s sole member 
of the London Assembly. 

Last November McAllister and Rice 
arranged for Bailey and other senior 
BNP members to go with them to meet 
Swanepoel at the Aardvark pub, 
carrying a wad of BNP membership 
forms, with a view to recruiting South 
African key players to the party. 


i 
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th South African ex-pats 
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(left) Mine host: 
Werner Swanepoel 
former manager of 
the Aardvark pub 


(left to right) Rachel Hill, 
Chris Hurst, Una Rice and 
Neil McAllister 


McAllister also passed Kemp the 
names of South African businesses to 
contact as potential financial backers, a 
task he will have to fit in between his 
many speaking engagements at BNP 
branches around the country, where he 
eagerly touts his overpriced and tedious 
books about the history of the white 
race and the neo-nazi South African 
AWB paramilitary group. 


The Orania Movement 


Despite McAllister’s enthusiasm to 
sign up South Africans for the BNP, he 
does not confine his political activities 
to that party. He was seen toting the 
South African flag from apartheid days 
on last November’s National Front 
Remembrance Sunday march. 

Alongside him, waving the flag of 
the illegal Ian Smith white regime in 
Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), was Chris 


The Orania Movement’s aim is to set up a self-governing Volkstaat for South 
Africa's minority Boer-Afrikaner population. The Afrikaner Freedom Foundation 
(Avstig), formed by Professor Carel Boshoff (pictured) in the late 1980s, bought 
the dilapidated village of Orania in 1990, a few months after the repeal of the 
apartheid laws and the release of Nelson Mandela from prison. 

Orania, which has around 1,500 inhabitants, is now a self-proclaimed 
PNigl clovie ave)antaite)areranialiel alice) (oy eyiualcucjag(elaig-lelf-]|cx-1e] ave l-14(e)ay(o)aiual 
apartheid era. Only Afrikaners are welcome and non-white residents are 
banned. All jobs are filled by Afrikaners. Black people can visit the village but 


are not welcome. 


Around 60 Cape Coloured families who were forced to leave the village in 
1991 after Avstig bought it received financial compensation from the South 


PNidce-lavce (onldalanciaye |g) 74010 )ey 
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at the border of the Free State, its economy is largely agricultural. 
In 2004 Orania launched its own currency in an attempt to 
move further towards self-sufficiency. It also has its own flag, 
consisting of a small boy pulling up his sleeves against a blue 
Elance |e) f-) ale(-y of-(el ce) gelelaver ag-(eladto)ar-|| Ataa) col aicle @0) (016) ace 

The villagers celebrate Afrikaner holidays and do not 
participate in South African national elections. 

The South African government has mostly ignored the 
Afrikaner enclave, one of only two all-Afrikaner white 
settlements in the country — the other being Kleinfontein near 
Pretoria. However there has been some concern that Orania 
may provide shelter for white supremacist terrorists. 
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Hurst, a university student from 
Richmond studying at the University 
of Kent in Canterbury. Hurst was 
among those invited to go to the 
Aardvark pub to help McAllister’s 
BNP recruitment drive. 

McAllister and Kemp appear especially 
keen to enlist young people, such as 
Hurst and Rachel Hill, a 24-year-old 
English woman who grew up in South 
Africa after her parents emigrated there. 
A British nationalist from an early age, 
she joined the BNP two years ago after 
leaving school in Pretoria and returning 
to the UK. Her eager activism quickly 
propelled her into party office, as 
secretary of Melton and Rutland BNP, 
despite her apparently living in 
Oxfordshire. She also managed to get her 
picture onto the front page of issue 101 of 
Voice of Freedom, the BNP’s monthly 
newspaper, sitting in the front row at the 
2008 BNP conference last November. 

Many BNP members have no 
difficulty accommodating their leaders 
working in close conjunction with 
European fascists and nazis, whom they 
see as allies in a pan-European struggle 
for the future of the white race, and with 
US white supremacists who can bring 
financial support. 

They find it harder to swallow Kemp, 
who now has a big say in the way the 
BNP is run and a strong influence on its 
ideology and policy. They will also be 
worried about the BNP’s growing links 
with South Africans who threaten to 
get the party embroiled in what might 
become a second wave of assassinations 
and sabotage back in their homeland for 
very little return for the party here. ~<a 
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ARTHUR KEMP is the most influential 
of the South Africans in the BNP. 
The man who earlier in his political 
career handed the hit list of anti- 
apartheid leaders to the wife of Clive 
Derby-Lewis, which led ultimately to 
the murder of the prominent African 
National Congress leader Chris Hani 
in April 1993, is now the right-hand 
man of Nick Griffin, the BNP leader. 

Searchlight first exposed Kemp 
soon after his arrival in England 
in 1996 in the course of a three- 
part investigation into killers and 
saboteurs being recruited to 
destabilise the new post-apartheid 
South Africa. These men were often 
drawn from the far right and from 
mercenaries who had 
served in the Balkan 
wars of the early 1990s. 

Kemp played a key, 
but initially low-profile, 
role in the BNP while 
speaking at nazi front 
group meetings in — 
Germany. During the (ieee. 
1990s he was in regular 
contact with members 
of the National Alliance, 
the US-based organisation whose 
founder inspired the Oklahoma 
bombing, and with the World Union 
of National Socialists, a now defunct 
nazi umbrella group. 

Born in 1963 in what was then 
white-ruled Southern Rhodesia, 
now Zimbabwe, Kemp studied in 
South Africa and later became 
a sergeant in the feared 
South African Security Police. 
A committed white supremacist, 


MARCH 
OF THE 
TITANS 


A History 


_, Kemp— regards’ himself as 
something of an expert on race 
and is a_ popular 


speaker in the BNP. 

In 2007 he was 
put in charge of the 
ideological train- 
ing of the BNP’s 
elite “voting 
members’, a 
core of around 
250 activists 


Eminence grise of the 
BNP: Arthur Kemp 


with at least two years’ membership 
of the party. He is also in charge of 
the content of the BNP website, 
the party's main means of 
communication and propaganda. 

After the internal rebellion in the 
BNP, Kemp was _ appointed 

temporary managing director of 
Excalibur, the party’s merchandising 
operation. Although he has since 
been replaced, he remains in charge 
of marketing and its book selections. 
The BNP has also said he will oversee 
the planned introduction of 
Excalibur’s book publishing arm. 

Our present investigation into 
Kemp, which started in March 2007, 
led to an attempt to compromise us 

by rightwing elements in 
South Africa's intelligence 
service, which failed. 

Kemp has recently 

published two new tracts. 
One rather predictably 
attacks Islam; the other is a 
book of essays on South 
Africa entitled The lie of 
apartheid, the sole purpose 
of which seems to be an 
attempt by Kemp to wriggle 
off the hook for his role in the 
Hani assassination and answer 
several of Searchlight’s well founded 
accusations about his links to South 
African intelligence. Kemp's lies will 
only convince the most moronic of 
his BNP supporters. 

His best known book remains 
March of the Titans: a history of the 
white race, a monumental 586-page 
tome that purports to chart 35,000 
years of history of the “white race” 
and propounds the view that “all 
civilisations rise and fall according 
to their racial homogeneity and 
nothing else”. 

Another prominent South African 
in the BNP is Lambertus “Bep” 
Nieuwhof, an IT specialist who was 
brought in to run the BNP’s internet 
operations in late 2006 after a fallout 
between Steve Blake, the BNP’s 
webmaster, and Lee Barnes, the 
party’s self-styled legal adviser. 

Nieuwhof came with = an 
impeccable pedigree. In January 
1992 he had been one of three men 


~The BNP’s South African stalwarts 


Lambertus Nieuwhof, South African 
failed terror bomber 


who planted a home-made bomb 
at the Calvary Church School in 
protest against the school’s 
decision to become racially mixed. 
The bomb failed to go off and 
Nieuwhof received a derisory 12- 
month prison sentence for his role 
in the terrorist attempt. 

A more shadowy figure is Lance 
Stewart. When the BNP announced 
the sacking of the rebel party 
officers Sadie Graham and Kenny 
Smith in December 2007, it revealed 
that it had set up an intelligence 
department headed by Stewart, 
whom it described as “a long- 
standing British nationalist and a 
former high-ranking officer in the 
South African Police”. He was he who 
ran the investigation into “leaks”, 
“misinformation” and  “rumour- 
mongering’ which the party claimed 
had been going on. 

Stewart had first come _ to 
Searchlight’s attention in the BNP in 
January 2005 when he spoke at a 
“leadership conference” and was 
described as a member of the party's 
legal research unit. However, he has 
a much longer history in British 
fascist organisations. He was an 
active member of Oswald Mosley’s 
Union Movement in 1961 and 
appeared again two years later as 
the national secretary of the original 
British National Party. That party’s 


* national organiser was John Bean, 


who now, aged 81, is the editor of 
the BNP’s) monthly magazine 
Identity. ~= 
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BNP candidate is jailed animal rights extremist 


By David Williams 


A BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
candidate in a Croydon, south London, 
by-election this month was an animal 
rights activist who served a prison 
sentence for a campaign of terror 
against an animal research laboratory. 

Charlotte Lewis (pictured), who is 
contesting Waddon ward, Croydon, on 
12 February, was jailed for six months in 
2001 after being found guilty of four 
charges of harassment as part of a 
concerted campaign against the staff of 
Huntingdon Life Sciences, whom she 
called “animal abusing scum”. 

Lewis, who was a member of Stop 
Animal Rights Cruelty, wrote a series of 
anonymous threatening letters to 
people working at the Cambridgeshire 
laboratory. One warned the recipient: 
“If you don't quit HLS then your life 
will not be worth living. You will always 
have to be looking over your shoulder.” 
Another threatened: “This is a warning. 
Your life is in grave danger if you don't 
stop working at HLS. You will find 
yourself having a gun aimed at your 
stupid ugly head.” 

One family received over 50 such 
letters from animal rights activists 
before a brick was thrown through their 
window. Shortly afterwards Lewis 
wrote to them saying: “I was there when 
a brick was put through your window. 
If you don’t quit HLS you can expect 
more of the same.” 

Peterborough Crown Court heard 
that Lewis, who today is the London 
BNP regional treasurer, had “a history 
of psychological problems and suffers 
depression”. She was arrested after 
forensic scientists matched her saliva 
with DNA found on the back of the 
stamps used to post the letters. 

Judge Richard Pollard imposed four 
concurrent six-month prison sentences 
on Lewis, saying that her letters had 
had such an impact upon their 
recipients that a custodial sentence 
was necessary. He also imposing a 
restraining order to prevent Lewis from 
harassing HLS staff further. 

Whatever one’s views on animal 
testing there can be little doubt that 
the campaign against HLS was long, 
violent and, for those on the receiving 
end, terrifying. Lewis was sentenced 
in 2001 amid a terrorist campaign 


in which deadly nail bombs were 
sent to organisations and individuals, 
some only marginally connected with 
animal research. 

On 21 January 2009 seven “fanatical” 
leaders of Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty (SHAC) were jailed for between 
four and eleven years on charges of 
conspiracy to blackmail during the 
course of a campaign described by the 
judge as “urban terrorism”. 

Having joined the BNP in 2003, 
Lewis was in trouble with the law 
again in 2006 while standing as a BNP 
candidate in the May council elections 
in St Helier, Sutton. Lewis put a false 
Sutton address on her nomination 
form to make her eligible to stand 
and was questioned by the police over 
possible election fraud. However 
despite her clear breach of electoral law 
she was not charged. 

Asked about the incident by the local 
paper during her current campaign, 
Lewis lied again, blaming a party 
organiser “who has since left the 
organisation”. If she is referring to 
the former Croydon and Sutton BNP 
organiser, this might be news to him. Far 
from leaving the BNP Bob Gertner was 
recently promoted to south London 


organiser. His replacement in the 
Croydon and Sutton role: Lewis herself. 

Lewis's Croydon campaign was slow 
to take off, with London activists 
prioritising the East Wickham by- 
election on 22 January, but BNP efforts 
on her behalf are set to intensify in the 
final three weeks before polling day. 

Not content to wait for the cavalry, 
the long-term unemployed candidate 
decided to shoot her own campaign 
video. It was not a great success. 
Filming without permission outside a 
local school quickly landed her in 
hot water as teachers came out to 
remonstrate, causing her to skulk off 
with her tail between her legs. 

At one point her speech to camera is 
interrupted by what sounds like an 
aeroplane flying overhead. Rather than 
re-shoot the scene, Lewis left it in. 
Could her decision have anything to 
do with her penchant for telling all 
and sundry that she is going to become 
an airline pilot? Good luck to her, 
but her ambition might prove a little 
hard to realise without a pilot’s licence 
or, as her recent internet posts make 
clear, any intention of returning to 
college to get the necessary qualifica- 
tions to gain one. ~a 


Who are the 
MIND-BENDERS 


The people who rule Britain 
through control of the mass media 


Nick Griffin, the BNP chairman, 
says he has “no time for 
antisemites” in his party, but his 
own actions expose this as alie. 
David Williams reports. 


ick Griffin recently made the 

astonishing claim that his 

party had “no time for 

antisemites” in an interview 
with an Israeli newspaper. It certainly 
raised a few eyebrows at Searchlight. 
So too did his claim that four 
million Jews in Britain were 
preferable to four million 
Pakistanis. Such statements have 
sent the antisemites and nazis 
outside the British National 
Party into a tailspin, confirming 
their worst fears about the 
ideological bankruptcy of the party. 
For Griffin, however, the argument 
is perfectly logical. He is desperate to 
shed his antisemitic image as he knows 
that it links the BNP to nazism, a clear 
vote loser. 

Jewish people and others are unlikely 
to forget his voluminous and gratuitous 
antisemitic outpourings, which in one 
instance landed him with a suspended 
prison sentence for inciting racial 
hatred in 1998. Griffin claims he has 
changed his views but he has not. 
He simply recognises that antisemitism 
is not a vote winner. Moreover, 
he recognises that he can use 
“antisemitism” as another weapon in his 
arsenal of hate to bash Muslim 
communities. This extraordinary about- 
turn led to his recent complaint to the 
police about alleged antisemitism at a 
pro-Palestinian rally in Blackburn. 

Griffin is counting on people having 
short memories. If Griffin's claim to 
have “no time” for antisemites in the 


BNP were true, he would have to tender | 


his own resignation as chairman in 
recognition of his role in the 1990s as 
one of Britains foremost antisemites 
and Holocaust deniers. 

During the late 1990s Griffin edited 


his own antisemitic 


publication, 
The Rune, in which he proclaimed: 
“IT am well aware that the orthodox 
opinion is that 6 million Jews were 
gassed and cremated or turned into 
lamp shades. Orthodox opinion also 
once held that the earth is flat ... I 


have reached the conclusion that 
the ‘extermination tale is a mixture of 
Allied wartime propaganda, extremely 
profitable lie and latter witch-hysteria.” 

It was during this period that Griffin 
revealed he had produced his own 
update of the famous Holocaust denial 
pamphlet, Did Six Million Really Die? 
“You've come across Did Six Million 
Really Die? It was a shattering book, it 
was a superb booklet or magazine,” 
Griffin told an undercover reporter. 
“‘Tve done an update of that, which is 
not only all the material which has 
come out since, it is also a much more 
modern style.” 

Griffin is also the author of Who 
Are the Mindbenders? an antisemitic 
tract that accuses the Jews of controlling 
the media, “providing us with an 
endless diet of pro-multicultural, pro- 


Mindbender 


‘Holocaust’ News 5 


Not PUBLISHED BY THE CENTRE FOR HISTORICAL REVIEW 


‘HOLOCAUST’ STORY 
AN EVIL HOAX 


homosexual, anti-British trash”. 
The pamphlet drew upon a long lineage 
of antisemitic propaganda dating from 
the well known tsarist forgery, The 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion. 

Griffin has never repudiated these 
views. In an interview with the Mai/ on 
Sunday in April 2006 Griffin stated: 
“Tt’s well known that the chimneys from 
the gas chambers at Auschwitz are fake, 
built after the war ended”. Griffin also 
told the interviewer that prussic acid 
could “never have been used at 
Treblinka concentration camp — but it 
makes good Shoah [Holocaust] 
business, doesn’t it?” 

At one time Griffin kept two pigs on 
his farm which he named Anne and 
Frank, consciously mocking Anne 
Frank, whose diaries, written while in 
hiding from the Nazis in Amsterdam, 
have become a world famous account of 
the horrors of the Holocaust. 
This constitutes humour for Griffin. 

Asked in April 2007 whether he 
still denies the Holocaust, Griffin 
said he did believe in it because 
European Union law tells him he 
must. This hardly convincing denial 
of his antisemitic past says more 
about Griffins fear of prosecution 
under Holocaust denial laws, 
then under discussion in the European 
Parliament, than it does about his 
respect for historical fact. 


ae 


Griffin with his friend David Duke, 
(second from left), the surgically 
enhanced antisemite 


(top to bottom) 
David Hannam, 
Mark Collett, 
Ken Booth and 
Lee Barnes 


In the early 1990s the BNP 
published a newspaper called 
Holocaust News, the purpose of 
which was to deny that the 
Holocaust took place, referring to 
it as the “holohoax”. The man 
responsible for it was Richard 
Edmonds, the former BNP national 
organiser, whom Griffin has recently 
co-opted onto the BNP Advisory 
Council. 

Indeed, far from Griffin having “no 
time for antisemites”, many of his senior 
party officers are as antisemitic as he is. 
fi Mark Collett, the BNP publicity 
officer, told a television documentary 
maker: “There’s not a European country 
the Jews haven't been thrown out of. 
When it happens that many times, it’s 
not just persecution. There’s no smoke 
without fire.” For good measure he 
added: “Hitler will live forever; and 
maybe I will”. 

@ David Hannam, the BNP 
deputy treasurer, served a prison 
sentence for distributing anti- 


semitic propaganda which 
claimed Jews were in Britain 
“unlawfully”. 


™ Lee Barnes, the BNP 
legal officer, regularly hurls 
antisemitic abuse from his 
website, including claiming 
that - “the — Jews’ — rule 
Hollywood. His articles on the 
subject were plagiarised from the 
viciously antisemitic Jew Watch 
website. 

@ Ken Booth, the BNP’s North 
East regional organiser, wrote 
to the Northern Echo in 2007 to 
complain about the Holocaust 
Education ‘Trust’s acclaimed 


Nick Griffin and David Irving 


NICK GRIFFIN HAS had a varied relationship with 
David Irving, the British writer, whom Mr Justice 
Gray described as “an active Holocaust denier’, 
an “antisemite” and a “racist”, who “associates 
with right-wing extremists who promote neo- 
Nazism”. In 1991 Griffin organised security for a 
meeting organised by Irving, at which the 
surprise speaker was the Holocaust denier 
Fred Leuchter, an American engineer who 
claimed to have proven “scientifically” that there 
were no gas chambers at Auschwitz. 

More recently the two have clashed. In the 1990s 
Irving changed his view slightly by admitting that 
some Jews may have died under the Nazi regime. 


This enraged Griffin, who wrote: 


“True Revisionists will not be fooled by this new 


BNP members support Holocaust denier: definitely not antisemitic though 


Feat 


_— 


twist to the sorry tale of the Hoax of the Twentieth Century ... Back in the 1960s the Jews quietly shifted the alleged sites 
of the mass gassings from the no longer believable German camps such as Dachau and Belsen to the sites in Communist 
Poland such as Auschwitz and Treblinka. Now that the very idea of Zyklon-B extermination has been exposed as 
unscientific nonsense, they are once and again re-writing bogus history, playing down gas chambers and talking instead 


of ‘hundreds of hitherto unknown sites in the East where more than a million Jews were exterminated by shooting’ 


m 


When Irving was imprisoned in Austria, however, the BNP forgave and forgot, rallying to his support outside the Austrian 
Embassy, where an array of BNP supporters stood shoulder to shoulder with other well known antisemites including 
Irving's close confidante Lady Michele Renouf. 


programme of taking school children on 
educational visits to Auschwitz, 
claiming that it was “racist” because it 
omitted other forms of politically 
motivated genocide. Booth said the 
BNP did not deny the Holocaust but 
turned his statement on its head by 
claiming that his party refused to 
believe the “official figures” and did not 
recognise the “authenticity” of the 
buildings at Auschwitz, describing 
the death camp as a moneymaking 
venture comparable to “Disneyland”. 

Griffin is also linked to antisemites 
across the globe. 
M@ Griffin remains close to former Ku 
Klux Klan leader David Duke, who 
wrote of the Holocaust in his 
autobiography My Awakening: “The 
official keepers of the Holocaust wage an 
international campaign to silence the 
disturbing questions. Most people never 
even hear the revisionist position because 
Jewish forces dominate the media and 
block mainstream access to material that 
questions Holocaust orthodoxy.” 

The BNP described My Awakening as 
“brilliant”. 
@ Griffin has close ties with Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, the leader of the French 
National Front, who was found guilty 
in a French court of deliberately 
minimising the significance of the 
Holocaust by referring to it as a “detail 
of history”. Griffin invited Le Pen to 
help launch the BNP’s 2004 European 


election campaign. 


M™ The BNP has firm links with the 
National Democratic Party of Germany 
(NPD), which has a long history of 
Holocaust denial and antisemitic 
activism. One of the NPD’s former 
leading members, still closely associated 
with the party, is Horst Mahler, who 
was jailed last year for antisemitism. 
At his trial he denied the Holocaust in 
open court. 

M@ In April 2008, three days before 
polling day in the May elections, Griffin 
attended a secret meeting in London 
with three leading European extremist 
politicians. One was Bruno Gollnisch, a 
French MEP, who received a three- 
month suspended sentence for Holocaust 
denial in January 2007. Another was 
Andreas Molzer, an Austrian MEP and 
publisher of a magazine that often 
features antisemitic articles. 


M@ One of Griffin’s latest inter-national 
friends is Petra Edelmannova, leader 
of the Czech National Party (NS). 
In 2006 she led protests against a 
memorial to Romani victims of 
wartime internment camps in Lety, 
South Bohemia, where 326 people 
perished and from where over 500 
inmates were deported to Auschwitz. 
Edelmannova claims it was “a 
collection camp, not a concentration 
camp” and that the deaths occurred 
because, “people do not observe good 
hygiene and then spread infectious 
diseases, it is in fact their fault”. 

Next time Griffin tries to hoodwink 
people by saying that he has “no time for 
antisemites” in the BNP, it might be as 
well to remind him of the truth, a 
concept that is of course completely 
alien to him. ~= 


Entente cordiale? Nick Griffin and Jean-Marie Le Pen on the campaign trail in happier times 
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Building a grassroots 
campaign that can win 


Last month Searchlight examined the threat from 
the far right over the coming year. 


This month Nick Lowles looks at the type of 
campaign that will be needed to prevent the 
BNP from making an electoral breakthrough in 
the European elections. 


he electoral map does not look 
good. The British National 
Party could be elected to the 
European Parliament with as 
little as 7.5% of the vote. Just 9% would 
guarantee it a seat in the North West. 
Just 11% would guarantee it seats in the 
West Midlands and in Yorkshire and 
the Humber, though again, depending 
on how the votes are divided among the 
other parties, the BNP could get in with 
only 9.5%. A seat in the Eastern region 
would be won with just 10% of the vote 
and in the East Midlands with 13%. 

As a result of the collapse of the UK 
Independence Party, the recession and 
the lack of local elections (which 
doubled turnout in 2004 compared to 
the previous European election) in 
unitary authorities, the BNP will never 
have a better chance of making a 
significant political breakthrough. 

And let us not be under any illusion 


about what BNP MEPs would mean. 


| 


Campaignine 


Unlike the UKIP, which squandered the 
12 seats it won in 2004, the BNP would 
make its MEPs benefit the party. 
Each MEP would be entitled to over 
£1m for staff, offices and research over 
the five-year term of office and, as we 
have seen with the party’s one seat on 
the London Assembly, it would use this 
money to pay for party organisers and 
activities. As part of a wider fascist 
group within the European Parliament, 
the BNP would also receive funding for 
political campaigning. More importan- 
tly, it would have the respectability and 
legal protection that would propel it into 
the political mainstream and change the 
British political landscape forever. 

This is the threat we are facing and 
the battle we must win. 

Over the next few months we shall 
build the largest ever anti-fascist 
campaign in British history. It will 
involve thousands of activists and link 
traditional grassroots campaigning with 
the use of new technology. It will be an 
insurgency campaign that works with the 
main political parties but is clearly 
separate. It will be a campaign that 
enthuses ordinary people and mobilises 


communities to reject the politics of hate. 
On Friday 15 May we are organising 
Union Friday, a day when we are 
encouraging all union branches to do 
some anti-BNP campaigning. 

Our campaign will be built around 
four key principles: 
@ This is a turnout campaign and so 
our main focus is to target those voters, 
communities and areas where the anti- 
BNP vote is likely to be strongest. 
@ It must be realistic and achievable. 
There is no point disillusioning our 
activists with an unrealistic campaign. 
M@ The campaign has to mobilise. 
The only way we are going to prevent the 
BNP from winning is by building 
a mass campaign that involves people. 
That means injecting energy into the 
campaign to excite people and providing 
them with the tools to spread the 
campaign through their own networks. 
@ We have to empower people. We can 
only involve and mobilise people if we 
give them a role and a say. Our campaign 
has to be flexible and localised. It will 
not work if it is a top-down campaign. 

With these principles underpinning 
our campaign, our first priority is to 


STUDENT SVIEDAY 10 May 


A growing number of universities 
are joining the HOPE not hate 
campaign to mobilise students 
ahead of the European election. 
Sunday 10 May has been 
designated “Student Sunday” and 
will be a national campaign day. 
HOPE not hate groups on campus 
will be encouraging student 
supporters to give a couple of 
hours of their time to spread the 
anti-BNP message to their fellow 
students and in the 
local community. 
So far students in 
Manchester, 
Liverpool, 
Birmingham, 
Nottingham and 
Leeds have a 
indicated support. 
With most student exams 
beginning on Monday 18 May, this 
is the final date to maximise the 

| 


turnout of student activists. Events 
will vary in each area, depending 
on numbers and circumstances, 
but the aim is to have a national 
student day of action. 

| The idea for the day came from 

| Manchester University HOPE not 

| hate group. They have committed 

{ 


themselves to building enough 
support to cover the entire 
Manchester Withington 
parliamentary constituency, where 
many students live. 

To ensure enough students are | 
mobilised, they have planned a | 
series of events from now until | 
May. This includes a registration 
week, where they will alert people 
to the BNP threat and make sure 
students are registered to vote in 
Manchester, activist 
events and socials. 

To generate interest in 
the day, the Manchester 
HOPE not hate group 
have thrown down a 
challenge to Leeds 
University over who can 
get more activists out. 

ke Searchlight went to press, the 
HOPE not hate campaign was in 
discussions with students from 
Birmingham University, Keele 
University and West Midlands NUS 
to organise a series of events across 
the region. 

If you would be interested in 
getting your college involved in 
Student Sunday, please fill in the 
form on page 15. 


build a grassroots network that reaches 
every local authority in the country. 
Over the next couple of months we 
shall be helping people set up new 
groups or alliances of activists within 
their area and giving them the tools 
to organise locally. There will be 
introductory leaflets, sign-up cards and 
tips for meetings and activities — all 
designed to widen their network and 
build their activist base. 

We are devising a rolling programme 
of activities and actions which will build 
a momentum that will peak in May. 
We are dispensing with traditional meet- 
ings where the audience sits passively 
and listens to speakers before heading 
home in the belief that they have done 
their bit. Instead, we are using meetings 
as mobilising events and an opportunity 
to discuss campaign ideas and develop 
action plans. People sign up to activities 
and simple, achievable targets are agreed. 

As our networks take shape and 
our activist lists build, we will turn our 
attention to the community, more 
particularly the “movers and shakers” — 
key people who are respected within their 
community and have their own networks 
and influence. We would delude ourselves 
if we think we can cover every household 
with our material but by mobilising key 
movers and shakers and giving them 
the necessary tools, we can spread the 
campaign far beyond our own networks. 

In March the HOPE not hate 
campaign will release a community 
toolkit, consisting of a DVD and 
magazine, explaining the threat of the 
BNP and the damage the politics of 
hate can do to communities, and 
outlining suggestions about how people 
can get involved in the campaign. 

We shall produce thousands of these 
packs, which build upon our trade union 
toolkit for the North West being 
launched this month, but it will be up to 


' our local groups to identify the people 


to whom they should be sent and do the 
necessary follow-up work. 


Much of our work will follow the 


American community organising model, 


Unity is strength: An anti-BNP union toolkit 


The statistics speak for themselves. There are 
750,000 trade unionists in the North West. When 
spouses and other adults living in the household are 
added, the number of people living in a household 
with a union member doubles to 1.5 million. That is 
25% of the electorate, more than the turnout in the 
1999 European election in the region. 

The trade union vote can determine the outcome 
of this election and so it is no surprise that the 
HOPE not hate campaign is encouraging unions to 
focus on its members. To help unions we are 
producing a union toolkit, comprising a ten-minute 
DVD and accompanying magazine. 

The DVD and magazine highlight the threat posed 
by the BNP and its leader Nick Griffin in particular, 
explain why unions and their members should 
oppose the BNP, address some commonly asked 
questions and myths and, perhaps most 
importantly, give union activists practical suggestions about what they can 
do in their workplace and branch. 

Over 1,500 toolkits are being produced for unions in the North West, thanks 
largely to funding from the Fire Brigades Union and Thompsons Solicitors. 
We are also in the process of preparing another toolkit that can be used by 
union branches and activists throughout the rest of the country. 


UNION 
TOOLKIT 


WORKING PEOPLE 
AGAINST FASCISM 


going to people where they are, not where 
we want them to be. Every level of our 
campaign will be “action” led and, 
probably more importantly, we will listen 
to and involve people. Each local area is 
different and our campaign can be 
adapted to suit local priorities. 

Hackney TUC has pioneered this 
method of organising for some time and 
as a result it ran the best and most 
comprehensive turnout campaign in the 
London elections last year. 

Over the next few months we will 
be working closely with Hackney 
TUC to pilot a new more community- 
focused form of anti-BNP organising. 
We cannot expect people to continue to 
vote against the BNP if they do not feel 
the system has any benefit for them- 
selves or if they continually feel their 
voices are ignored. Through a series of 
community meetings and _hustings, 
explaining what the European Union 
does and calling in candidates and 


parties to hear the views of local =“ 


people, we hope to increase inter- y 1 


est and participation in the 
electoral process. This will 4 
be ongoing work, with , 
the same _ politicians © 
being held to account § 
for the promises and 
commitments they gave. 

This will be just one 
of a number of innovative ' 
initiatives Searchlight is 
supporting. 


Union engagement 

Another key element of our campaign 
is working with trade unions and 
again, we will be developing a new 
approach. Unions have long 
campaigned against fascist parties but 
this year we are encouraging unions to 
maintain greater engagement with 
their members. It is important to have 
anti-BNP articles in journals but 
nothing beats a union member talking 
to another union member. 

With Britain slipping fast into 
recession it is also vital that we 
link the fight against the BNP 
to economic and workplace issues. 
Our union toolkit will provide 
branches and activists with the means 
to challenge racist scapegoating 
and build campaigns within the 
workplace. As jobs are lost and 
economic insecurity grows, it is 
vital that union activists have the 

tools to dispel common myths 
and simplistic _ racist 
3 answers. 

To help explain this 
more intense union 
engagement approach, 
this month we are 
bringing over two 
American trade union- 

ists who were key 
® organisers in 

Pennsylvania during 
the Presidential 
election. 


Online campaigning 

Another central feature of our efforts 
will be our online campaigning. 
We have joined forces with Blue State 
Digital, the US company that 
ran Barack Obama's online campaign. 
This is enabling us to organise far more 
effectively, involve our supporters by 
giving them simple actions to do from 
home and assist in organising our big 
Days of Action later in the campaign. 

Alongside our email operation is a 
more comprehensive website, with 
regional pages, regular videos and 
campaign reports. 

Over the next few months we will 
steadily build up an email network of 
tens of thousands of supporters. 
Working with our partners in the 
unions and the Dai/y Mirror our aim is 
to deliver an eve of poll email to over 
500,000 people. 

This new technology is not a golden 
bullet and a substitute for other forms 
of campaigning; quite the opposite. 
It is simply an organising tool that will 
enable us to improve and expand our 
grassroots campaigning. In mid-May 
we hope to use our online campaign to 
put thousands of people out on the 
streets across the country. 


Daily Mirror 

The Daily Mirror will once again be 
supporting our campaign. This will 
be especially important in the North 
West, the paper’s main readership area. 
There will be special supplements, 
another HOPE not hate bus tour and 
an email campaign. 

The 2009 HOPE not hate campaign 
promises to be the biggest and most 
intensive to date. It will be innovative, 
embedded in local communities and 
enthuse thousands of people. 

At the same time we are facing our 
biggest threat to date. Let no one be 
under any illusion about what is at 
stake. A major BNP breakthrough in 
the European election would change 
the political landscape in this country. 
The BNP would be able to peddle its 
message of hate throughout the 
country, funded by your money. 

To prevent this nightmare from 
happening we have to build a massive 
campaign and this will only happen 
with everyone getting involved. It is a 
big ask, but one that we cannot afford 
to fail. ~a 


| To get involved in the campaign 


or to set up a HOPE not hate 
group in your area, please fill in 


the form on page 15. 


Investigation 


Manchester 
(North) 
16th May 


Manchester 
(South) 
10th May 


Liverpool 
16th May 


Wigan 
16th May 


Burton 
17th May 


Smethwick 
9th May 


esister an activity in your area 
i tac Cathy at cathy@stopthebnp.org.uk 


Delivering HOPE in 
the community 


The HOPE not hate campaign is 
organising key Days of Action across 
the country in May to maximise the 
anti-BNP vote in the European 
elections. 


Here we set out the first set of 
activities. Specific details of meeting 
points and times will be published 
nearer to the time and over the next 
few months we hope to add to these so 
most areas of the country are covered. 


Derby 
16th May 


Leicester 
17th May 


please email 


Get organised * Get active 


Sign up to the 
~ HOPE not hate 
campaign 


The HOPE not hate campaign will be leading the fight against the BNP in 
the European elections. We are building a bottom up grassroots campaign to mobilise the 
majority of people who oppose the politics of hate. 


We cannot do this alone. To be successful we need thousands of people to get involved. 
We need local groups to be set up; union branches to commit to activity; volunteers to work in 
our Office. 


This could be a year in which Nick Griffin takes a seat representing Britain in the European 
Parliament. Or it could be the year in which we stand against racism and intolerance, knocking 
the BNP back. 


ACTIVITY 


| would like to become a HOPE not hate activist 
| would like to set up a HOPE not hate group in my area 
| would like to help organise a Student Sunday activity in my college 


| would like to get involved in Union Friday 


| would like to volunteer some time to the HOPE not hate campaign 


| would like to donate ee towards the HOPE not hate campaign 


* please make all cheques payable to ‘Searchlight’ 


% DETAILS 


Name 


Email 


Group 


Address 

To order HOPE not hate 
pad dsiow ot bowritag ss elinver 2bin ov ad anon 1 relia Adit 
Postcode www.hopenothate.org.uk 


Return to: HOPE not hate, PO Box 1576 Ilford IG5 ONG or ring 020 7681 8660 


Eddie 
Izzard has 
agreed to 
put on an 
event for 
HOPE not 
hate in 
the North 
West 


North West 


Grassroots network builds 


By Nick Lowles 


JANUARY WAS ANOTHER busy month for the 
North West campaign. Forty six activists braved 
the elements in Blackburn with Darwen to kick 
start the drive to stop Nick Griffin winning a seat in the 
European election. Trade unions, political activists and 
faith groups were all represented, many people turning 
up for the first time. The meeting outlined and dis- 
cussed the HOPE not hate North West strategy and 
drew up a plan of activity running to June. People left at 
the end fired up and determined to boost the turnout. 

Of particular importance is ensuring Muslim voters 
turn out to stop a party that would come down on them 
with an iron fist. Blackburn has the second largest 
Muslim electorate in the region. The previous week, 
10,000 people attended an event about Gaza in the 
town and the local group is determined to use the same 
networks to motivate people to vote to stop Griffin. 
There will also be town council elections in Darwen 
in June and obviously there will be work here if the 
BNP stands. 

A former MEP told the meeting that Griffin would 
be able to spread his racist poison with impunity 
if elected. 

A HOPE not hate group has been established in 


St Helens to meet the BNP threat. A gathering of 
30 Labour Party members, trade unionists and anti- 
racist activists met last month to discuss the importance 
of turning out the vote in the European election. 
The meeting was chaired by Marie Rimmer, leader of the 
Labour Group on the council. There were also speeches 
from representatives of the Co-op Party and Unite. 

The BNP has been active in the area for several years, 
and last May it contested eight seats in the local 
elections. The formation of a new HOPE not hate 
group has come at an opportune time, as there are two 
council by-elections pending. 

HOPE not hate speakers have also addressed 
meetings in Pendle, Preston, Blackpool, Cheshire, 
North Manchester, Ribble Valley, Keswick and Wigan 
over the past month. 

Campaigners have also established links with the 
Green Party in the region. In 2004 the Greens finished 
only 17,000 votes behind the BNP. Peter Cronin, the 
Green Party’s lead candidate for the European election, 
told Searchlight: “We are determined to play our part in 
keeping the BNP out of Brussels. In 2004 we finished 
just 14,000 votes behind Nick Griffin and this time we 
are determined to beat him.” 

As well as community meetings, HOPE not hate 
speakers have addressed union meetings. The North 
West region of Unison is encouraging its branches to 
raise the anti-BNP campaign at all its AGMs, the 
GMB is planning a regional training day for activists 
and plans are at an advanced stage for a joint Unite and 
HOPE not hate speaking tour of some of Unite’s key 
branches in the region. 

February will be just as busy, with meetings planned 
in Rochdale, Knowsley, South Ribble, Sefton, 
Warrington and Carlisle. Plans are also under way for 
the launch of a Manchester HOPE not hate group, 
which, given that 36% of the North West region 
electorate live in the Greater Manchester area, will be a 
really important development for the campaign. 


East of England 


Warm welcome in Maldon 


A MOBILE TEAM from the anti- 
fascist community group Redbridge 
and Epping Forest Together set up a 
high street stall in Maldon, Essex, in 
conjunction with Colchester and 
Chelmsford trades councils. We were 
hosted by the local church and 
received a very warm welcome from 
local people on a sub-zero day. 


The BNP has stood in local elections 
in Maldon and the town is on the 
BNP’s target list. There was also an 
arson attack on the local mosque at 
Christmas. The two trades councils are 
campaigning in their own towns and 
moving into other parts of Essex 
wherever the BNP has raised its head. 

HOPE not hate activists were out in 


Cambridge last month at a Labour 
Party and trade union event to mark 
Obama’s inauguration. Over 200 
people from across the region 
aa to watch Obama's speech. 

ozens of people signed up to the 
HOPE not hate campaign and many 
expressed interest in the forthcoming 


anti-BNP day school in the city. 


Midlands 
Unions drive campaign forward 


The HOPE not hate campaign in the Midlands got 
under way last month with a series of meetings across 
the region to launch it and initiate and invigorate new 
HOPE not hate groups. 

Holding meetings in Burton-on-Trent, Birmingham, 
Coventry and Nottingham in conjunction with the TUC, 
Searchlight speakers outlined the campaign to faith 
groups, community groups and trade union activists. 

All the main unions in the region have now signed up 
to take part in Union Friday on 15 May and there is 
already healthy competition between East Midlands 
and West Midlands union organisations. Midlands 
TUC is also supporting HOPE not hate. 

With the Midlands particularly hard hit by the 
economic downturn in the building and manufacturing 
sectors, the trade union movement is determined not to 
allow the BNP to take advantage of everyone's 
misfortune with its divisive and damaging policies. 
Individual action plans are being drawn up with each of 
the main unions that will link them into HOPE not 
hate’s online project. 

A HOPE not hate coordinator for university and 
college campuses has been appointed to orchestrate 
activities and vigilance against fascists who may try to 
raise their heads there. Plans are being made to register 
all eligible student voters. 

Meetings are being organised this month in 
Leicester, Derby, Northampton, Sandwell and Dudley, 
and Nuneaton, and a growing number of trade union 
branches are requesting speakers to address them. 

Alan Weaver from Midlands TUC told Searchlight 
that he has only two priorities this year, “to keep as 
many people in work as possible and to keep the BNP 
out of Europe”. 


15. MAY 200% 


Yorkshire and the Humber 

3 HOPE NOT HATE 
Campaign ENS ERE: 
groundwork aaa ee 
i ai” | 
in place CAMPAIGNING TO BEAT 


By Lorraine Fitzsimons THE BNP 2008-2009 
HOPE not hate Yorkshire has 
been at the forefront of 
combating the menace of the 
BNP in Yorkshire. Our crucial 
battle was always going to be 
this June’s European election. 
Working across the region for 
the past couple of years has paid off as we start this 
campaign, where every single vote will count. We have built 
a wide range of alliances in local areas and have the full 
weight of the trade unions behind us. 

We have previously aimed our fire, rightly, on wards where 
the BNP might do well in the local elections — and seen some 
great successes in beating them or reducing their vote. 

To beat the BNP this time we have to ensure a massive 
turnout against them. All corners of the region now come 
into play and we need as many supporters as possible. 

We began building the European campaign last year. 
HOPE not hate Yorkshire's conference, held in Rotherham 
last September, brought together activists and supporters 
from across the whole region to share experiences and gear 
up to the collective challenge ahead. The campaign is now 
spreading to parts of North Yorkshire, the North Yorks coast 
and the Humber, as well as our heartlands in West and 
South Yorkshire. 

We continue to work with the unions, and have spoken 
at numerous branch meetings, AGMs and conferences. 
Union Friday on 15 May provides a focal point for activity 
and there is much the unions can do to mobilise their 
members to vote. 

We will be targeting key sections of the vote through 
working with faith groups, BME networks, universities 
and others. It is vital that we identify and get out the 
anti-BNP vote. 

Hundreds of new supporters have signed up to the 
Yorkshire campaign online and will be receiving regular 
emails and actions. 

Community campaigning gives us the chance to get the 
message out widely and mobilise supporters to provide 
local leadership. HOPE not hate Rotherham is getting active 
again and we are setting up similar coalitions elsewhere. 

This all provides the groundwork for working directly with 
voters in coming months. It is vital that we are all working 
hard and pulling together — the results in every corner of 
our region will be key to our success. 


By Nick Lowles 


arack Obama's inauguration as President 

of the United States of America marks a 

moment of history. Who could have 
imagined that in the darkest days of slavery, 
during the violent and murderous onslaught of 
the Ku Klux Klan or even in the more recent 
segregationist postwar South that a non-white 
man could become President? 

It is even more incredible that the vast majority 
of the nation - white, black and Hispanic - 
appears to have rallied around Obama. Of course 
much of this goodwill may not last. 

However, let us not be fooled that his election 
signifies a post-racial society as some would 
have us believe. In a country built on slavery, 
racism and segregation, divisions run deep. In a 
country where the Bible shapes life and belief 
like few others on this planet, suspicions and 
intolerance towards others, particularly other 
faiths, is prevalent. And as the economy falters 
and insecurity rises, so some people will become 
increasingly hostile to newcomers. 

Obama's triumph was real. He is a truly 
fantastic orator and the campaign he ran, 
combining new technology with traditional 
grassroots activism learnt during his days as a 
community organiser, was brilliant. But he also 
offered a message of HOPE. 

At atime when the US was entering recession, 
millions were losing their jobs and the country 
was despised and ridiculed around the world, 
people desperately wanted to believe in a 
positive future. Against him were those who 
preferred to spread fear, suspicion and hatred in 
much the same way that the BNP spreads its 
poison over here. That Obama’s message of 
HOPE over fear could emerge victorious should 
be an inspiration for us all in these increasingly 
difficult times. 

Obama grasped the moment in a way that few 
others could. The United States has changed 
forever. Problems remain, divisions still run deep 
and many will undoubtedly be disappointed in 
his Presidency. But none of this should detract 
from this moment - a true moment of history. ~<a 
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BNP loses bya whisker 


By Gerry Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL 
Party called it a “breakthrough” 
but second place, however close, 
is not a victory. 

The BNP had placed huge 
importance on winning the East 
Wickham by-election on 22 
January, ever since the death 
of the sitting Conservative 
councillor in October. 

The BNP had claimed the 
Bexley council seat was already 
in the bag in the final fortnight 
of the campaign. And Eddy 
Butler, the BNP’s elections guru, 
had emphasised that victory 
would give the party its first 
London seat south of the river. 
Butler had a personal interest 
too, being keen to make his mark 
after his recent promotion to 
national organiser of the party, 
the first person to hold that post 
for ten years. 

To reinforce the campaign, the BNP 
brought in Paul Golding, a young man 
whom the party has described as a 
“London super-activist”. He managed 
with just one arrogant statement to pull 
defeat from the jaws of victory. “We 
have hi-jacked the Union Flag, now we 
must hi-jack the word ‘British’,” he 
declared, demonstrating the utter 
contempt the BNP has for voters. For 
good measure he added that British 
people are “illiterate”. 

This formed the basis of a leaflet by 
the HOPE not hate campaign, 
delivered on the Saturday before polling 
day to every household in the ward. 
Voters do not like to be treated like 
sheep and it clearly cost the BNP many 
more than the eight votes by which it 
trailed the victorious Conservative 
candidate. 

The BNP had pinned its hopes on 
what it thought was a good candidate. 
Michael Barnbrook is a former police 
inspector from the party’s very active 
Bexley branch, the same branch where 
the disgraced Ellis Hammond was a 


€€ We have hi-jacked the 
Union Flag, now we must 
re © ae O § 
hi-jack the word British. 93 vee 
SO SAYS PAUL GOLDING, an organiser for the British S 
National Party (BNP), which is contesting the East 
Wickham by-election on 22 January. Golding’s 
statement shows the utter contempt the BNP has for 
voters, our flag, and our pride in being British. 


The BNP only wants to capture your vote in whatever c 
way it cai 


super-activist’, also thinks British people are “illiterate” 
~ though his own spelling is not too hot. 


deserve your vote? le 
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Who's hijacking 
your vote? 


The BNP cares nothing about local people. 
Golding, whom the BNP has described as a“London 


Do people who treat you with such contempt 


‘Truth truck’ spreads h 


THE BNP BROUGHT its “truth truck” peddle its lies, racism and hate for anyone 
into the ward for the election campaign. _ who is different to them. 

Most decent people call it the “lie lorry”. And who is in charge of the lie lorry? 
The BNP uses this advertising vehicle to Yes, it’s Paul Golding, the BNP hijacker. 


DON’T VOTE FOR THE BNP HIJACKERS 


member. Hammond had lost his job as a 


local Police Community Support 
Officer after police searched his home . 
and found an arsenal of weapons 
including guns, tear-gas, a crossbow and 
several lethal combat knives. This did 
not ride well in a BNP election effort 
that was trying to exploit the Mothers 
against Knives campaign that the 
candidate’s Barking and Dagenham 
namesake, Richard Barnbrook, had 
hijacked last year. 

Ten different BNP leaflets were 
distributed in the ward, at who knows 
what cost, and the party announced it 
was bringing in the big guns, Nick 
Griffin, the party leader, and the truth 
truck, better known as the lie lorry, for a 
last major activity on 17 January. 

By then every opposing party had 
attacked the BNP including the 
English Democrats, whose intervention 
in the election has left a war raging 
between them and the BNP. In the end, 
realising the trouble they were in, 
Griffin and the lie lorry stayed away. 

After a tense count involving two 
recounts, the BNP came in second out 


Gor ON, HAND OVER 
THE BRITISH AS 4 
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of five candidates, with 26.5%, and 
was left trying to make the best of 
a bad job. 

It was also election day on 
Canvey Island in Essex, where 
the BNP’s candidate John 
Morgan was contesting the 
Canvey East seat on the town 
council. But the BNP made the 
big mistake of trying to hijack 
Canvey Island football club on a 
leaflet that showed Morgan 
standing by the St George’s flag 
painted on the gates of the club’s 
Park Road ground. 

Glen Eckett, the club’s publicity 
officer, said: “The leaflet makes it 
look like we support the BNP, 
which we certainly do not. 

“The BNP has extreme views 
which we don't support. We want 
to highlight the fact we welcome 
people of all races and religions at 
Park Lane.” 

Putting his words into action, club 
supporters delivered 2,500 HOPE not 
hate leaflets in the ward. Activists from 
Castle Point Anti-Fascist Group, 
Searchlight and HOPE not hate 
managed to keep the Southend BNP 
heavy mob with its bouncers and bailiffs 
at bay. The BNP came a poor third out 
of four candidates. 

Even worse for the BNP was the result 
in Haywards Heath where the party 
came bottom of four in a Mid Sussex 
district council by-election in Bentswood 
ward. Despite a visit by Griffin and the 
lie lorry, driven by Golding, and an 
interview with Griffin on local radio, 
Tony Brewer, a member of the BNP’s 
three-person “central management 
team’, only achieved 92 votes, a mere 
6.6%. The BNP had claimed its 


canvassing teams met with an 


“overwhelmingly enthusiastic” response. 


Not content with his “successes” so 
far, Golding is standing for election 
himself on 19 February in a by- 
election in Swanley St Mary’s ward, 
Sevenoaks. ~<a 


BNP protest backfires 


By Simon Turner 


THE MANCHESTER BRANCH of the British National Party 
held a demonstration last month outside Manchester Town 
Hall in protest at a jobs fair for the black and minority ethnic 
communities. 

The pathetic gathering of a dozen supporters attempted 
to hand out leaflets and copies of the party's Racism Cuts 
Both Ways pamphlet to passers-by. However, few people 
seemed interested in their material and the BNP activists 
soon gave up. 

One local woman, who threw the BNP * 

leaflet in the bin, later told Searchlight: 
“Don't they have jobs to go to? In the 
present economic crisis we should 
support every effort to help get 
people back to work.’ 

The BNP leaflet called the jobs fair 
racist, but what it failed to mention 
was the BNP’s own policy of 
discrimination. Its 2005 general 
election manifesto called for white 
British people to be given preference % 
in jobs, housing and education. Ethnic 
minorities would become second-class 
citizens under the law. 

It appears that Manchester BNP’s protest 
has backfired. No sooner had they begun 
gathering outside the town hall than a 
couple of city councillors were straight 
on the phone to Searchlight offering to 
work more closely together. 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Rambling, incoherent and nazi to boot 


CALLING RICHARD Barnbrook, 
the British National Party’s London 
Assembly member, a nazi was not a 
breach of the Greater London 
Authority’s Code of Conduct for 
members. So said the assessment sub- 
committee of the GLA’s standards 
committee in December, dismissing 
Barnbrook’s complaint against John 
Biggs, the constituency Assembly 
member for City and East. 

Barnbrook’s complaint arose out of a 
“Healthcare for London: A Framework 
for Action” meeting on 20 November 
2008 at which Barnbrook put a question 
to the panel about BCG vaccinations 
and an outbreak of tuberculosis in 
Barking and Dagenham, where 
Barnbrook is a councillor. 

TB is a subject of great interest to 
Barnbrook, who was diagnosed with the 
illness in 2007 and has called for 
increased spending in Barking and 
Dagenham on staff to deal with it. 
The BNP and its councillors seize on 
any increase in the incidence of TB as 
an excuse to attack immigration. 


In December Chris Beverley, the BNP’s 
councillor in Leeds, used TB screening 
to claim “systematic discrimination 
against our people in their own 
country”, because only teenagers who 


Jason Douglas's taxi at the service of BNP activists in East Wickham including Richard Barnbrook (in pale suit) 


have links with countries with a high 
incidence of TB were being offered the 
BCG vaccination. 

No doubt aware of the BNP’s 
arguments, Biggs accused Barnbrook of 
working to a political agenda on the TB 
issue. Barnbrook alleged that he asked 
Biggs what he was referring to, at which 
Biggs looked at him and said in a raised 
voice, “you are a nazi”. Barnbrook claims 
he twice asked for an apology but Biggs 
refused. Barnbrook considered he had 
been the victim of disrespectful, 
aggressive and unprofessional behaviour. 

The sub-committee ruled that no 
action should be taken about 
Barnbrook’s complaint, because Mr 
Biggs’s comment was a “political, 
throwaway, comment and not personal 
criticism”, and “could reasonably be 
construed as a reference to political 
party, rather than a comment with other 
possible connotations”. 

Barnbrook may have forgotten that 
we have been here before. Before the 
last general election the BNP held a 
rally in Brentwood, Essex, prompting 
Gavin Stollar, a Liberal Democrat 
councillor on Epping Forest District 
Council and parliamentary candidate 
for Brentwood, to say, “We don’t want 
nazis in our town’. 


Terry Farr, then a BNP Epping Forest 
councillor, complained to the Standards 
Board, the local government watchdog, 
that Stollar’s statement was an insult 
to his BNP council colleague Pat 
Richardson, who is Jewish. But the 
Standards Board threw out Farr’s 
complaint and in a landmark ruling 
stated that calling the BNP nazi was 
“within the normal and acceptable 
limits of political debate”. 

Two weeks before dismissing 
Barnbrook’s complaint against Biggs, 
the same sub-committee had decided 
no action should be taken about another 
complaint by Barnbrook, this time 
against Murad Qureshi, a Londonwide 
Assembly member. 

According to Barnbrook, Qureshi 
had said on his personal blog, “It would 
be easy to dismiss Barnbrook as a joke 
figure, and his rambling incoherent 
contributions at Mayor’s Question 
Time have certainly reduced him to an 
object of ridicule”. Barnbrook 
considered this was “bullying” on 
grounds of his disability — he is dyslexic. 
The sub-committee thought otherwise. 

Barnbrook blaming dyslexia for his 
incoherence is odd as dyslexia normally 
affects the ability to read and 
write rather than speak. Some have 
suggested the source of 
his confused rambling is 
more likely to be found 
in a bottle. 

Whatever its origin, 
Barnbrook was on inco- 
herent form in a video 
posted to his blog on 14 
January shortly after a 
London Assembly 
Transport for London 
question and answer ses- 
sion. Barnbrook had 
asked the Mayor of 
London, Boris Johnson, 
who is also chair of TfL, 
whether he supported a 


London-wide rollout of the Urban 
Light Transport System currently being 
tested at Heathrow Airport. 

Barnbrook does not reveal Johnson's 
reply, instead rambling on about this 
“almost science fiction” new transport 
system, falling over his words, throwing 
in phrases such as “green champion” and 
going forward to the future, and very 
obviously not understanding the first 
thing about it. Trumpeting the system's 
low emissions, Barnbrook clearly 
forgets that the BNP does not believe 
climate change is an issue. 

The Urban Light Transport System 
(ULTra), which is indeed being tested 
at Heathrow, is composed of small 
vehicles running on their own 
guideways, which can be elevated or at 
ground level, but which must be 
separate from other forms of 
transport. While ULTra potentially 


offers huge benefits, it is rather 
difficult to see where such guideways 
might be constructed in crowded 
London, something which Barnbrook 
does not explain. 

Barnbrook’s two further transport 
questions received only written 
replies. One concerned “peak oil”, a 
BNP obsession not widely shared 
among energy experts. The other was 
a return to a subject Barnbrook has 
raised before, namely “rogue taxi 
drivers” — minicab drivers who ply for 
hire illegally. 

If Barnbrook is concerned about 
rogue taxi drivers, perhaps he should 
look closer to home, namely at Jason 
Douglas, the BNP’s Redbridge 
organiser, who drives a London licensed 
cab despite his convictions for football 
hooliganism. 

To obtain a cab driver’s licence an 


applicant has to satisfy TfL that he 
is “of good character” and disclose all 
convictions and cautions, whenever 
obtained. 

Cab drivers are also required to 
conduct themselves properly while 
working and not commit “any 
misbehaviour”. During the Gooshays 
by-election for Havering Borough 
Council last March, Douglas turned 
up in his cab to help a BNP campaign 
team and ended up chasing a car 
containing two women, whom he 
clearly assumed were anti-fascists, all 
the way to Dagenham. 

Most recently Douglas was spotted in 
his cab working for the BNP at the East 
Wickham by-election in Bexley, 
southeast London, no doubt expressing 
his gratitude for Richard Barnbrook’s 
championing of cab drivers by ae 
him around free of charge. 


Richardson goes west 


By David Williams 


A BNP COUNCILLOR on Epping Forest District Council, 
Essex, is to address a racist gathering in the United States. 
Patricia Richardson, BNP councillor for Loughton 
Broadway (pictured), has been invited to attend the 
inaugural conference of Preserving Western Civilisation. 
The conference will discuss immigration, Islam and race, 
which its organisers believe pose a dire threat to America’s 
“Judeo-Christian heritage” and “European Identity”. 

Like the conferences staged by American Renaissance, 
the weekend conference, which begins on 6 February in 
Baltimore, Maryland, is to be an upmarket affair — “jackets 
and ties for men; business attire for women’. Participation 
costs $130 per person. 

“Racial differences in intelligence and how to deal with 
them” will, according to the brochure, be top of the 
eve(claver-mudalcacy at-lceiNaciuis olaciiare ei Niclaltarcleitals@ar-ligelmaats 
organising committee is Dr Michael H Hart, a Jewish 
astrophysicist and author of Understanding Human History, 
Nidal(elay clatciaelejeyice)r/e)e)\\Ziupl-ite\Wiciefele|(e (eo) 4 
IQ testing to all human history. 

WETaNE Ole anatomic: Jelr-]diaie) clu daisy (aca 
have past associations with American 
Renaissance, the pseudo-scientific mag- 
azine devoted to idea that blacks are less 
aiccliitetciaie iueria) giiccy (ole (Be) 

Wicleereire)  -laldalanialieleiaye  lalatla\= 
founded by Peter Brimelow and 
ratclantere: clatcie dice lialt) Bilge gale leis 
English child born in the New World 

in 1587. 

Richardson and her new friends © 
will be discussing “the persistent © 
felr-lejeleliniiiate ecciaiegaa-gie= ef sieiac 
(which many whites mistakenly blame 
on themselves)” and which the 


conference organisers believe have left whites with “guilt 
feelings that undermine Western moral and deter us from 
dealing sensibly with the other threats” The subject of 
iaitetate) cokxo akin ne] qu af-(oyalo]aa of-iclalmr-|alavele) aCacre lil o)Ul ud of<1qar-] of. 
she intends to regale the audience with the usual BNP lies 
about impending race war in Debden. 

Many of those involved with the conference, particularly 
the Jewish speakers, are on record as being unhappy 
rubbing shoulders with the neo-nazis who attend 
American Renaissance conferences. Richardson's invitation 
Floorst-lsmcoylatel(oracuremiViaaaiimolUiiaMl ala) kwel| cca diolay ole) tg] 
for them and for the BNP, which is anxious to shed its 
antisemitic image. 

This is rather ironic considering that Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, spoke at the 2006 American Renaissance 
conference and was more than happy to rub shoulders 
Wiidals Broavasii-(aenicelblale(-1eco)fidg(-y gtd) eine) gaalicolniaainixigarcis 
forum, and the former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke, 
whom Hart denounced as a “f***ing Nazi’. 

Among Richardson's fellow speakers is John Philippe 
Rushton, a psychology professor at the University of 
Western Ontario, Canada, who argues blacks are less 
intelligent than whites. “Bad science and virulent racial 
prejudice drip like pus” from one of his books, commented 
one reviewer. He has received over $1 million from the 
Pioneer Fund, a racist organisation formed in 1937 to 
pursue “race betterment’. 

PNatordarsig 6) suceley igliconse clay andie-lausi-ige)r-1 8) 
journalist and author of The Sword and the Prophet, an anti- 
Islamic tract beloved by the BNP. 

Richardson may feel a bit out of place as most of the 

speakers are academics or prolific 

Widnes clace) cl@a\ucin (Ni@ar-igecce)a) 

ne clealicice, arevuaiiare elliaisle) ase 

nearly five years as a councillor. Her 

main claim to fame is that she is 

~ @ eicay Garlic tem sil ce cee agri 

it is not antisemitic. Her trip to the USA 

would appear to be a reward for her dutiful 
acceptance of her role as the BNP’s token Jew. 
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Stig of the Dump gives | 
Green Arrow the hump? 


by Matthew Collins 


2009 KICKED OFF with the usual fare 
from British National Party bloggers. 
“After all, everyday is a good day to bury 
bad Jews!” wrote the seminal angry little 
man Philip Bryant on his Battle for 
Britain blog. “For once I find myself 
wishing the Muzzie’s well,” he 
continued, out of step with most BNP 
supporting bloggers who turned their 
collective new year attentions on Gaza. 

For most it was a strange case of 
“Love Israel, Hate Jews”, which seems 
to be the core thinking in Griffin’s BNP 
when it comes to following the old 
adage of “mein enemy’s enemy”. 

Bryant, who describes himself as a 
“ripperologist”, surprisingly has a link to 
the prolific stay-at-home blogger Green 
Arrow. I say surprisingly, because it was 
not that long ago that Bryant emailed 
Searchlight asking whether we had any 
information on Paul Morris, the man 
behind Green Arrow, that we would be 
willing to share with him in some sort 
of “information exchange”. 

What with Morris being one of our 
favourite bloggers, Bryant was given 
short-shrift, but how does Green Arrow 


repay us? He only goes and gets our 
editor's name wrong in another one of 
his rants against Searchlight, based 
mainly on the lies of Stig-of the Dump’s 


apparent reincarnation and failed 
researcher Tony Shell. 

Morris concludes he has _ been 
overcome with an “ice cold 


determination to destroy Searchlight 
and those who support it”. Just how he 
is going to do that without leaving his 
caravan of love in Porthcawl remains a 
mystery. 

Griffin’s very own internet Gestapo, 
the Sheffield based “Covert” bloggers, 
began 2009 as they have begun every 
other day of their lives, writing vile and 
obscene stories about people no longer 
in the BNP. Good taste and a large 
dollop of libel legislation prohibits me 
from repeating here what they have 
written about a former senior female 
member, but it goes without saying that 
the fascist internet community are 
blaming the “popular” Mark Collett, the 
BNP?’s director of publicity, from Leeds 
for supplying them with her publicity 
shot that accompanies their grotesque 


character assassination. 

One of Collett’s few fans is Martin 
Wingfield, Voice of Freedom editor and 
former jailbird. One of Wingfield’s first 
entries of 2009 was: “Did you see the 
Daily Mail today!!”? Presumably 
Wingfield was reminding the party 
membership of their daily routines and 
duties. This came not long after 
Wingfield had been admonished by 
another party member for “moping”, 
something quite understandable if, like 
me, you had met his mother-in-law who 
seems to have abandoned the East End 
for regular sojourns chez Martin and 


_ Tin-Tin. In 2009 we're hoping for 


some more warm platitudes directed 
toward our publisher and his wife, 
something that Wingfield did on no 
fewer than three occasions last year. 
At the same time I’m hoping for a little 
less libel directed towards me, thank you 
very much. 

Talking of libel directed at moi, ’'m 
sure we'll all be hoping for bigger and 
better things from the British People’s 
Party this year. Having lost their Combat 
18 forum and large numbers of their 
membership and supporter base, as well 
as being kicked off Stormfront, the 
biggest nazi internet forum, one would 
have thought that they would try to up 
the ante a little. 2008 ended with the ever 
stranger Katherine Dermody submitting 
a freedom of information request 
to West Yorkshire police demanding to 
know whether she had attended a 
meeting with them! Her opening salvo 
of 2009 was little more than a critique of 
Celebrity Big Brother. She should be 
back dressing up cats in Nazi uniform by 
March, hopefully. 

Probably bored with Dermody’s and 
Kevin Watmough’s double act, the serial 
recidivist and Yorkshire based lunatic 
Tony White has decided to form his 
own National Front — again. White, 
who once filmed himself holding 
Collett hostage, has encouraged one or 
two other unbalanced individuals in 
what is left of the miniscule NF to 
declare “Unilateral Independance” (sic). 
This came not long after his old mentor 
and serial wannabe-Fihrer Eddy 
Morrison announced he was also 
joining the NF rebels who have been 
challenging the senior citizens who run 
the real NF. 

This latest wheeze of Morrison lasted 
a full 36 hours before he decided he was 
not up to re-entering the political fray. 


’ His excuse on this occasion was that he 


has to complete the degree he is doing 
through the Open University. Gosh I 
didn’t know they run courses in political 
failure! ~« 


Telling it as it was 


COMMUNITY 


THE INSTITUTE FOR RACE RELATIONS has for 
decades led the field in research and political 
analysis of race haters in the UK and around 
the world. 

One of its finest contributions was the 
making of four programmes in conjunction 
with Channel 4 television in the 1980s that 
told the story of the racism that immigrants 
faced from the British establishment and how 
they fought back on the streets and in their 
communities. 

Rather than interviewing armchair activists 
or academics in ivory towers, they took film 
crews to the people who had the real life 
experiences, something one cannot 
understand by observing from a distance. 

Many of those who featured in these explicit 
and moving programmes have now passed 
away or in a few cases returned in retirement 
to their lands of origin. 

In| May we commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the brutal murder of Kelso 
Cochrane in Notting Hill. The DVD about that 
area brings into focus what it was like to live 
and die on those bloody streets, but more 
than anything it reveals the stubborn 
resistance of those under attack. 

Watch and learn. 


Individuals can buy the four films on one 
DVD for £13; Statutory bodies, unions 
and NGOs £75; Schools 

and community organisations £20 
Download a copy of the booklet which 
accompanies the Struggles for Black 
Community DVD at: 
http://www.irr.org.uk/pdf/ 
dvd_booklet.pdf 


Searchlight 


Every month Searchlight magazine exposes 
ida\eui-l@ ace lala lausigit-lia-lalen-le)cer-len 
Searchlight is the main source of 

Talce)aaareldcelanie)m-laycelalsnu ian lals) 
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racism in Britain. 


HOPE keeps hate at bay 
BNP, ne in London bul 
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texpectalons 


Want to know what the BNP and their 
friends are up to? Want to know what 
feyaxe) 0) (¥-]c-mee)] ae mconi(e] aim ey-le.e4 
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International 


© Lawyer and journalist murdered in Moscow 


AN ANTI-FASCIST JOURNALIST 
and a human rights lawyer were gunned 
down in the street in the centre of 
Moscow on 19 January. Anastasia 
Baburova, 25, who had worked for the 
independent paper Novaya Gazeta since 
October last year, was a courageous 
reporter who dared to investigate the 
murderous activities of Russia’s growing 
nazi scene. She was killed trying to 
apprehend the killer of her friend, the 


BULGARIA: Ataka has eye 
on government 


BULGARIA'S right-wing extremist 
and nationalist Ataka (Attack) party 
has reelected Volen Siderov as its leader 
by a massive majority. Anton Sirakov, 
the party’s deputy chairman, who voted 
against Siderov, was left out of the new 
leadership and has complained of 
intimidation by Siderov’s supporters. 

On his reelection, Siderov bragged 
that his racist party was ready to take 
part in Bulgaria’s government after this 
year’s parliamentary elections. He 
claims Ataka will make a major 
breakthrough to rival the ruling 
Bulgarian Socialist Party and GERB, 
the party headed by the mayor of Sofia, 
Boyko Borisov. 

Siderov called on GERB to state what 
it stands for: “If GERB wants Bulgaria 
to be an oriental state with new mosques 
in each city, we cannot be together with 
them. If GERB wants Bulgaria to be a 
Latin American state with 5% super 
rich people and 90% impoverished 
people, we cannot be with them. 
If GERB wants Bulgaria to be a colonial 
state with hotel capitalism — no!” 

Ataka’s new deputy chairmen are 
Dimitar Stoyanov, MEP, who is a 
stepson of Siderov, and Desislav 
Chukulov, MEP. In the 2005 general 
election, Ataka got 8.2% of the vote, 
making it the fourth largest party with 
21 parliamentary seats. 


lawyer Stanislav Markelov. 

Markelov, who was shot in the back of 
the head, had defended Chechens 
against the Russian military and 
Russian soldiers against their officers. 
He was known for his bravery in 
appearing for the Chechen Kungaev 
family, whose daughter Elsa, 18, was 
murdered by Colonel Yuri Budanov 
in March 2000. In 2003 Budanov 
was imprisoned for ten years, but was 


released on parole on 15 January 2009. 
Markelov, 34, appealed against 
Budanov’s release, but the Dimitrovgrad 
city court rejected his appeal. He was 
shot while returning from a press 
conference at which he had announced 
that he was going to fight the decision at 
the Russian Supreme Court and, if that 
failed, take it to an international court. 
He had also been threatened in 
connection with his defence of anti- 
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fascist activists in Moscow, in particular 
Alexander Ryukhin, who was killed by 
nazis in April 2006, and labour and 
environmental activists. 

The International Federation for 
Human Rights has called on the 
Russian authorities to ensure an 
impartial and effective investigation is 
carried out, the killers are brought to 
justice and the security of human rights 
defenders is guaranteed. 


GERMANY: Far-right crime up 


CRIMES by extreme-right groups leapt by almost a third last year, according to 
German Interior Ministry figures published on 27 December. The respected 
daily Frankfurter Rundschau noted that 11,928 far-right incidents occurred 
during the first ten months of 2008, compared to 9,206 in the same period in 
2007. The number of violent assaults went up by 15% to 639, while antisemitic 
incidents rose from 716 to 797. 

Sebastian Edathy, a Social Democrat who chairs the parliamentary Home 
Affairs committee, has called on the government to organise a “democracy 
summit” to determine effective ways of combating right-wing extremism. 

Meanwhile, a survey carried out by the Friedrich Ebert Institute found that 
one fifth of Germans are openly prejudiced against foreigners. In the former 
East Germany, where people have much less contact with foreigners, one in 
three holds such prejudice. 


HUNGARY: Hungarian Guard ban protest 


JOBBIK, the party that invited Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, to Hungary last 
autumn, held a rally in front of the Hungarian parliament on 17 January to 
protest at the prohibition of its uniformed private army, the Hungarian Guard. 

Speaking at the rally Gabor Vona, leader of both 
Jobbik and the Hungarian Guard, said: “The court 
ruling on the disbanding of the Hungarian Guard 
doesn’t mean anything”. 

Several hundred Guardists stood in front of the 
platform wearing their black jackets, heavy boots and 
red neckerchiefs, while supporters applauded the 
ravings of Vona and other Jobbik fascists. Krisztina 
Morvai, a lawyer who heads Jobbik’s list for the 
European election, attacked Israel for its military 
action in Gaza. 

Jobbik grabbed 8% of the vote in a parliamentary by- 
election in Budapest on 11 January but the ballot was 
declared invalid because the turnout of one in four 
voters, was half the required 50%. Nevertheless Jobbik 
is optimistic about its chances of gaining election to 
the European Parliament in June, in which Hungary 
has 22 seats. 
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NPD turmoil intensifies 


By Christian Dornbusch for 
Der Rechte Randand 
Antifa-Net in Berlin 


THE CRISIS IN the nazi 
National Democratic Party 
(NPD) has deepened 
following Andreas 
Molau’s challenge to 
the party leadership. 
Last autumn, Molau 
was the first senior 
NPD officer to quit 
his party posts and 
state publicly his 
refusal to support 
Udo Voigt, the party leader, in the 
wake of the financial scandals that 
have rocked the NPD. 

Shortly afterwards the name 
of Udo Pastérs, the influential 
chairman of the NPD’s_par- 
liamentary group in Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, was removed from 
the list of executive members on 
the party’s website. 

The simmering conflict over the 
way Voigt managed the affair of 
Erwin Kemna, the former treasurer 
who was convicted of stealing 
€627,000 from the party, reached 
boiling point on 29 December 
when Molau declared his intention 
to run against Voigt for the NPD 
chairmanship at the party's spring 
congress. 

Molau has the backing of some of 
the NPD’s_ leaders, including 
Pastors, Holger Apfel, chairman of 
the party’s parliamentary group in 
Saxony, party secretary general 
Peter Marx and its vice-chairman 
Sascha Rossmiiller. 

Molau has signed up to the 
concept of “modern European 
nationalism’, modelled on the ideas 
of the “New Right”. His intention, it 
seems, is to profile the NPD in a way 
that would attract more national- 
conservatively minded people who 
reject Nazism but hanker after the 
same goals. 

Several well known nazis are 
upset at Molau’s apparent change 
of direction, after his previous close 
cooperation with the hardcore nazi 
element in Lower Saxony, where he 


Andreas Molau 


was the frontrunner in the regional 
elections in January 2008. 

In his New Year address to party 
members, Voigt performed his own 
U-turn when he denounced Molau’s 
“destructive” candidacy and praised 
collaboration with the so-called 
Free Nationalists, warning against 
putting this at risk. However 
Thomas Wulff, one of the leading 
Free Nationalist nazis, rejected 
Voigt’s olive branch in a statement 
accusing him of having behaved 
improperly over the financial 
scandal and betraying the party’s 
rank and file. 

The internal warfare is not the 
NPD’s only problem. On 13 
December 2008, Alois Mannichl, the 
chief of police in Passau, was knifed 
on his home doorstep by a still 
unidentified man who shouted: 
“Greetings from the national 
resistance. You leftist pig will not 
stamp on the grave on _ our 
comrades any. more!” Politicians 
and the media spoke about a new 
dimension of nazi terror, ignoring 
all the other victims of fascist 
violence during the year, but 
significantly demanded that the 
NPD be banned. This prospect 
terrifies Voigt. 

Meanwhile the hardcore nazis are 
ever more brazen, with 300 holding 
a rally in Passau to protest at the 
notoriety the assault on Mannichl 
has given them. ~<a] 
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What next for 


white nationalists 4 
inthe Obama years. 


By Leonard Zeskind 


oncerns for the safety of 

Barack Obama, and questions 

about the next steps by hardcore 

racists continue to bubble up 
as the president’s inauguration nears. 
One set of white supremacists allegedly 
plotting against his life has already been 
discovered. And several newspaper 
articles have concluded that an upsurge 
in activity by racists and antisemites is 
already under way. If history is any 
guide, we can be certain that some sort 
of white nationalist rising will come in 
the not-too-distant future. 

Remember the Reconstruction era 
after the Civil War, when newly 
emancipated black men were elected to 
public office across the states of the 
former Confederacy. As soon as it was 
possible, Ku Klux Klan nightriders 
and white mobs used violence of every 
sort to break the incipient multiracial 
democracy and _ re-establish white 
supremacy as the law of the land. 
After the victories of the black free- 
dom movement in the 1960s, a 
racist and far-right resurgence 
during the presidency of Jimmy 
Carter (1976-1980) laid the 
groundwork for both the white 
supremacist movement of the 
1980s and 1990s and the Reagan- 
Bush administration’s assaults on 
the gains made during the so- 
called Second Reconstruction. 

In 1992, Bill Clinton had not 
been in office six months before 
Jerry Falwell and the Christian 
nationalists had re-inflated their 
coffers with direct mail dollars. 
The militia insurgency, the 
Oklahoma City bombing and 


the Aryan bank bandits all took place 
before Clinton’s first term ended. 
And that is not even considering 
the Gingrich-led Republican takeover 
in the House of Representatives in 
1994, a change in political dynamics 
that lasted until 2006. 

Although the ascension of the first 
black president has not yet met such an 
outsized response, it should be noted that 
white nationalist and anti-immigrant 
activity levels have already been too 
high for too long. Crimes against 
Latinos motivated by bigotry rose for the 
fourth year in succession to 597 incidents 
in 2007, according to the Southern 
Poverty Law Center's Intelligence 
Report. Nativist —_ (anti-immigrant) 
politicians were re-elected to Congress 
last November at about the same levels as 
they were in 2006, according to an article, 
“Nativism and Election 2008”, written by 
Devin Burghart for Searchlight. By 
Burghart’s count, 91 members of the so- 
called House Immigration Reform 

Caucus are taking their seats this 
month. And among the 
young and 


-_ 


the Nazi-esque, the National Socialist 
Movement has continued to grow, 
primarily in the Midwest, where it has 
very few organisational competitors. 
While the white nationalist movement 
has splintered organisationally over the 
past few years, it is best to think of this 
phenomenon as akin to a_ broken 
thermometer, where the mercury 
continually reconfigures itself into silver 
beads smaller and larger. 

Quite independently of any particular 
presidency, white nationalists have 
been long quite certain that they would 
face a life or death challenge to the 
“white race” before mid-century. 
They have cited the predictions by 
census demographers that non- 
Hispanic whites will become one 
minority in a nation of minorities 
sometime around 2042 — depending on 
immigration numbers and birth rates. 
By any objective count, it would then be 
difficult for white people (gua white 
people) easily to maintain the privileges 
of majority status in our winner-take-all 
society. And white nationalists have 
been preparing for more than a decade 
to fight this future battle. 

To their chagrin, however, the 
changes in political dynamics have 
happened much faster than they 
previously had thought possible. 
And white nationalists have been 
caught without any fully formulated 
strategy in response. They remain 
without a usable electoral vehicle. 
The Republican Party © still 
nominates presidential candidates 
such as George W. Bush and John 

McCain, who white-ists regard as 

either Zionist stooges or pro-big- 


business immigrant-lovers, or both. 
They have failed to build a viable third 
party alternative. In this regard, consider 
that David Duke, who twice won a 
majority of white votes while running as 
a Republican for statewide office in 
Louisiana, was forced into a position of 
supporting Ralph Nader’s candidacy in 
the last election. 

Although individual acts of violence 
have continued largely unabated, there 
is little sign of any newly-organised, 
clandestine army of Aryan warriors, 
despite the multiple calls in the recent 
past for a “race war”. 

Yes, the election occasioned a great 
howling and gnashing of teeth on white 
nationalist websites, as noted by others. 
But a close look at these online forums 
reveals the dilemmas they now face. 
On one website, largely devoted to the 
promotion of various “scientific” and 
“genetic” theories of white superiority, 
American Renaissance chief Jared 
Taylor compared the recent election 
to the end of white minority rule 
in South Africa. While 68% of white 
South Africans, including a majority of 
Afrikaner Boers, had voted for 
democratic reforms, Taylor noted that 
only 43% of white people had voted for 
“black rule — pardon me, for Barack 
Obama”. Taylor continued: “The 
election of a president most whites did 
not want is a jarring symbol of lost 
autonomy. If their numbers continue to 
decline, whites will not get the schools, 
the neighborhood, the culture - and 
ultimately, the country — they want.” 

Leaving aside the specious nature of 
his statement about “black rule” and his 
claim for white “autonomy”, Taylor 


succinctly stated the white nationalist 
argument. It generated about 50 
comments in response within the first 
12 hours of his posting and many more 
in the following weeks. The tenor of 
these was overwhelmingly pessimistic, 
sadly noting the large number of whites 
who had voted for Obama. But on the 
crucial question, “what is left that we 
can do”, asked by the first respondent, 
the postings were noticeably quiet. 

Just days after the election, at Duke’s 
European American Unity and Rights 
conference in Memphis, the tone was a 
bit less mournful. Certainly, Duke had 
bewailed the election of Obama. But in 
his mind Obama was a sign of “Jewish 
supremacism’” as well as an occasion to 
note the loss of Aryans-only rule over 
the United States. During that day’s 
proceedings Duke also warned against 
any move by white nationalists towards 
starting a race war. Bullets would not 
advance his cause. Instead he promoted 
the recent election of Derek Black to a 
committeeman’s seat in the Republican 
Party of Palm Beach County, Florida. 
Black, the 19-year old son of the long- 
time national socialist Don Black, was 
already known in movement circles. 
He ran a stealth campaign and received 
167 votes out of the 287 votes cast in his 
district. In the weeks after the election, 
however, the Republican Party locals, 
alerted to Derek Black’s affiliations, 
refused to certify his election. Such a 
sequence of events hardly seems to 
auger for a successful white nationalist 
strategy in the future. 

There is every reason to believe that 
some white nationalists will continue 
trying to carve out a niche among 
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Republicans - the Council of 
Conservative Citizens has long been 
well ensconced in the Mississippi party, 
for example. But it would be a mistake to 
maintain that in the two months since 
the election they have made any great 
new strides in that direction. In fact, 
most racists and antisemites who claim 
that Obama’s election will engender a 
great upsurge in Aryan activity located 
those events in the future. And on that 
point, they might be right. 

Although attempting to predict the 
future is not my particular forte, at this 
point it looks as if white nationalists will 
pursue two different directions in the 
months and years to come. On the one 
hand, there will be a tendency to pull 
away from engagement with the larger 
white public, and to care for and solidify 
their current base. As part of this trend 
we should hear an increase in calls for 
some type of secessionist or enclave- 
type whites-only territory. We might 
also see some form of organised militia- 
style violence from this direction. 

On the other hand, we should expect 
some form of very deliberate attempt 
to broaden the white nationalist base, 
particularly if a more widespread 
conservative Republican or Christian 
right opposition to the Obama 
administration gains any traction. 
In this case, white nationalists will 
look for an expanded following from 
among the five per cent of white voters 
who told pollsters last summer that 


‘they could never vote for a black 


person for president. 

If you start looking for these 
developments now, then you won't be 
surprised by them later. ~<q 
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VEDEN The movementthat rears murderers 
By Mikael Ekman for EXPO in Stockholm 


TWENTY-THREE KILLINGS in twenty- 
five years: that is the unenviable death 
toll caused by Sweden's fascist 
movement, a movement that has 
produced several of the country’s 
most brutal murderers. 

Searchlight’s sister magazine Expo 
and the mass circulation daily 
Expressen have scrutinised the fascists’ 
inventory of death. One of the most 
recent victims was Mikael Andersson, 
19, who was assaulted at a party in 
May last year. His body was found ina 
sewer a week later. He had been 
brutally beaten and drowned. Pictures 
from the party show his killer giving a 
Hitler salute just before the assault. 

The research by Expo and Expressen 
covered the 23 people who have died 
in the past 25 years as a result of nazi 
violence and shows that at least 
29 people with proven far-right 
connections were involved in these 
deaths. But these are just the 
confirmed figures. Expo knows of 
other murders and homicides that 
show indications of links between nazi 
organisations and the killers. 

The list includes some of the most 
widely publicised killings of recent 


years, for example that of the left-wing 
trade unionist Bjorn Séderberg, who 
was cold-bloodedly gunned down on 
the stairs outside his flat in Sdtra near 
Stockholm in 1999. Likewise, there are 
the murders in Malexander the same 
year, when the hardcore nazis Andreas 
Axelsson and Tony Olsson shot two 
policemen, Olov Borén and Robert 
Karlstr6m, in an execution-style killing. 
Also on the list is the assault at 
theAkeshov underground station in 
2003 when 71-year-old Lennart 
Landin was brutally battered to death 
with an iron bar. 

The killers include nazis who still 
hold prominent positions in the 
movement. For example Klas Lund, 
who is now leader of one of the most 
militant nazi organisations in Sweden, 
the Swedish Resistance Movement, 
was convicted in 1986 for the 
manslaughter of Ronny Landin, an 
anti-racist. 

The fascist movement in Sweden 
has a casual attitude to violence, 
accepting it as an integral part of its 
ideology. Looking at the survey, the 
historian Heléne L66w commented: 
“These groups live in a world filled 


with violence. The level at which they 
feel provoked or attacked is very low.’ 
No other extreme group in society, 
not even the motorcycle gangs who 
fought a bloody war with each other in 
the 1990s, have caused such 
devastation as the nazis. The violence 
continues year after year, perhaps 
because the courts still do not make 
the nazi connection between the 
deeds and the perpetrators who 
target not only their “traditional” 
enemies — immigrants, homosexuals 
and left wing activists - but also 
young and old people, ethnically 
Swedish people and heterosexuals. 
Sometimes their victims were just 
people they happened to see outside 
a pub and then attacked. On other 
occasions, conflicts within their own 
circles have led to death. “The risk is 
not only that you will practise violence 
but also that you yourself will be killed 
if you enter these organisations which 
manufacture revenge and counter 


‘revenge,’ said Lééw. 


Many of the nazi killers are known to 
forensic psychiatrists, even if very few 
of them have been sentenced to 
psychiatric institutions. | Marianne 


Kristiansson, senior physician at 
the Forensic Psychiatric Department 
at the internationally renowned 
Karolinska University Hospital in 
Stockholm, sees a clear pattern among 
those who have been convicted 
of serious violent crimes, especially 
lethal violence. 

“A large proportion of those 
sentenced for serious violent crime 
have had contact with the Child and 
Youth Psychiatric care services, suffer 
from personality disturbances and 
have grown up in poor environments,’ 
said Kristiansson. 

Mixing such personality disturbance 
and nazism can be explosive. “For a 
person with these difficulties who 
enters a subculture which idealises 
violence there is a great probability 
that he will cross boundaries,’ 
she added. 

Another common denominator in 
several of the murders is a big element 
of uncontrolled rage. “We find the 
most extreme assaults when it comes 
to the murder of homosexuals,’ L66w 
told Expo. A particularly nasty example 
of this viciousness was seen when 
professional ice-hockey player Peter 
Karlsson was stabbed 64 times in 1995 
simply because his nazi killer believed 
he was homosexual. 

Both L6é6w and Kristiansson are 
convinced that serious personality 
disturbances are often at the root of 
nazi violence. As _ Kristiansson 
explained to Expo: “These people 
often feel they are outside society. 
They have a hatred and craving for 
revenge against society. If they also 
have disturbances and perhaps also 
have suffered abuse, the risk of serious 
assault increases enormously when 
they are in a violent situation. Then it is 
not enough just to kill somebody, you 
stab your victim over 50 times.” = 
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RUSSIA New year brings 
continued racist violence 


From Ulyana Bobrova in Moscow 
EIGHTY-SEVEN PEOPLE were murdered and 


378 seriously injured in racist attacks in Russia last 
year according to the Moscow-based anti-racist 
monitoring organisation, the Sova Centre. Top of 
the list is Moscow, with 51 murders, followed by 
other major cities including St Petersburg, 
Ekaterinburg, Voronezh and Nizhny Novgorod. 

This year shows no sign of improvement. By mid- 
January, there had been several more fatal stabbings 
involving victims from Uzbekistan, China, Vietnam 
and Cameroon. 

Although the nazi gang leaders Artur Ryno and 
Pavel Skachevsky and five of their followers received 
heavy jail sentences in December for more than 20 
murders, the case is not over. Four more gang 
members have now been arrested and others are 
being hunted. 

The trial of 14 members of the nazi Borovikov- 
Vojevodin gang has begun in St Petersburg. They are 
charged with several murders, including that of the 
distinguished academic and anti-fascist Nikolai 
Girenko, as well as with illegal arms possession, 
incitement and robbery. 

All were active members of the violent nazi Schulz 
88 and Mad Crowd groups. One of the leaders of 
these two highly conspiratorial outfits, Dimitri 
Borovikov, was shot dead while violently resisting 
arrest in May 2006. He is believed to have been the 
groups’ brains while Alexei Vojevodin was their 
“action man’. 

Meanwhile, Russian Kind (RO), one of the fascist 
outfits that co-organises the so-called Russian 
Marches, has been trying to raise its public profile. 
On 11 December, about 30 supporters gathered in 
Moscow to demand a limit on the number of 
migrant workers and to have the term “ethnic crime” 
written into the penal code. This latter demand is 
likely to find misguided support because of the 
frequent media reports of minor crimes by foreign 
workers hit by the economic crisis and deprived of 
basic rights. 

The RO has found ready listeners in the Russian 
parliament. The day before its Moscow rally, Maxim 
Misshenko, an MP for Prime Minister Vladimir 
Putin's United Russia party, took part in an RO 
round table discussion on “The Migration of Labour 
in Times of Crisis: Threats and Challenges”. 
Misshenko, 31, who heads another Kremlin-linked 
group, Young Russia, also received an RO petition 
outlining a raft of racist legislative proposals. 

Also in Moscow, 300 right-wing extremists staged 
an authorised march on Russia’s Constitution Day, 
12 December, with speakers from the nazi Slavic 
Union, the Russian National Bolshevik Front and 
the Movement against Illegal Immigration (DPNI). 
Nazi boneheads gave Hitler salutes, an act likely to 
be repeated when the far right stages its next 
“Russian March” in March. 


International 


Langrebellion damages FN election prospects 


From Taz for Reflex and Antifa-Net in Paris 


ONE OF THE Front National’s most 
faithful leaders has rebelled against his 
party, throwing its preparations for the 
European election into jeopardy. 

Carl Lang, an activist for 30 years and 
for many years the FN’s top candidate 
in the Nord region, announced that he 
would lead a rival FN European 
election list in North Western France in 
direct competition with the official list. 
His move followed the selection last 
November of Marine Le Pen, daughter 
of Jean-Marie Le Pen, the FN leader, to 
head the party list in the constituency. 

The leadership reacted quickly and 
expelled Lang, 51, causing uproar 
throughout the party. The intensity of 
the row is hardly surprising because 
Lang’s record of service to the FN is 
almost without parallel. He joined the 
FN in 1978, held the post of regional 
secretary in the Eure region from 1978 
to 1983 and served as National Director 
of the FN’s youth organisation, the FNJ, 
from 1983 to 1986, doubling as 
campaign director for Le Pen in 
municipal elections in Paris. 

Continuing his upward career path he 
acted as the party’s general secretary from 
1988 to 1995, and from December 1998 
to November 1999 was the FN’s effective 
deputy leader before reverting to general 
secretary, a post he held until October 
2005. He was also the FN’s vice- 
president and a member of its executive. 

To lose an official of Lang’s rank and 
stature is catastrophic for the FN’s 


election preparations, so much so that 
Marine Le Pen magnanimously (or 
cynically) suggested that Lang might 
wish to take second place on her list. 
Needless to say, Lang refused to play 
second fiddle. 

Lang’s decision divided party activists 
into rival camps, causing violent 
arguments and pushing another 
significant incident — the expulsion of 
another former Le Pen flunkey, Jean- 
Claude Martinez -— far into the 
background. Martinez’s crime was 
daring to put himself forward to 
succeed Le Pen as head of the FN in 
2010. At the same time another top 
organiser, Martial Bild, a party stalwart 
since the 1970s, has left the FN, adding 
to the internal tension. 

The flames of conflict were fanned by 
the right-wing extremist Jacques 
Vassieux and his internet sites — Nation 
Presses Infos, Union des Patriotes and 
his own Perso site. For a fortnight, 
the two camps fought head on with 
press releases and the usual panoply of 
factional dirty tricks including 
anonymous telephone calls, anonymous 
statements on the internet, physical 
threats and verbal insults. 

Other nationalist groups also got 
involved, trying to profit from the FN’s 
discomfiture. These parasites, who 
variously lined up for or against Lang, 
included the National Republican 
Movement (MNR), formed by Bruno 
Mégret in a split from the FN in 1999, 


Jewish buildings attacked 


TWO FIREBOMBS were thrown at a synagogue but only shattered the 
windows of an nearby kosher restaurant in Saint-Denis, an ethnically mixed 
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This was the third time a Jewish place of worship in France was targeted for 
violence since Israel began military operations in Gaza on 27 December. 
Jewish and Muslim leaders in Paris have been quick to appeal for calm in their 
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statement after the firebomb attack calling for “vigilance against all forms of 
provocation, wherever they may come from’. 
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graffiti to a personal attack, in the first 23 days of the Gaza conflict. On the 
same day as the Saint-Denis incident, a petrol bomb was hurled at a building 
in Strasbourg used as a Jewish meeting place, while in Toulouse a burning car 
was driven at a synagogue a few days earlier on 5 January. 


Carl Lang, leading rival FN election list 


and the various groups that have in turn 
split off from the MNR. 

The forthcoming election campaign 
will very difficult for the FN, which 
now faces pressure and competition 
from all sides and no longer has a 
monopoly on anti-European Union 
rhetoric and policy. Lang, who is now 
trying to wrap himself up in_ his 
“Christian roots”, has vowed to launch a 
new party in February. What it will look 
like is not yet clear but it will be no less 
racist than the FN. If anything it could, 
now that Lang is out of Le Pen’s 
shadow, be to the right of the FN, 
reflecting Lang’s closeness to the views 
of the FN’s far-right Identitaire rivals. 

If this were not enough, the FN 
has found itself entangled in two further 
unwelcome episodes. The first concerns 
the presence of Jean-Marie Le Pen at a 
show by the black antisemitic come- 
dian Dieudonné at which Dieudonné 
embarrassingly awarded the notorious 
French Holocaust denier Robert 
Faurisson a prize for “disrespectability 
and insolence”, forcing Le Pen to react 
palely that the event was “a little 
bit shocking”. 

Then at the beginning of January it 
was revealed that four violent football 
hooligans who follow the top French 
club Lyon and are on trial for serious 
racist assaults are suspected of being 
sympathisers of the FN’s semi-defunct 


‘youth organisation, attracting adverse 


media attention. 

The year promises to be a long 
and troublesome one for the Le Pen 
clan. <q 


Holocaust denier given suspended jail term 


Wim Haelsterman reports from Brussels for AFF-Verzet/RésistanceS 


THE FORMER VICE president and 
ideologist of the far-right Flemish 
Interest (VB) was given a suspended 
sentence of four months’ imprisonment 
and fined for revisionism by a court in 
Brussels in December. 

The veteran Holocaust denier 
Roeland Raes was also ordered to 
pay damages of €1,000 to the Belgian 
Forum of Jewish Organisations and 
another €1,000 to the federal anti- 
racist bureau, the Centre for Equal 
Opportunities and Opposition to 
Racism. He has appealed against his 
conviction. 

The long-running case against Raes, 
74, started in February 2001 after he 
expressed doubts about “certain aspects” 
of the Holocaust on Dutch national 
television. He was charged with 
Holocaust denial soon afterwards. 

His revisionist statements were 
hardly a surprise because Raes was one 
of the driving forces behind the first 
revisionist magazine published in 
Flanders in the late 1970s. He strongly 
opposed the anti-revisionist laws passed 
by the Belgian parliament in 1995 and 
is a well known admirer of Robert 
Faurisson, the notorious French 
Holocaust denial publicist. The charges 
against Raes were dropped early in 
2006, at the request of the public 
prosecutor, but the case was resumed 
after an appeal by the Forum of Jewish 
Organisations. 

A lifelong right-wing extremist, Raes 
was a senator for the VB from 1995 
until 2002. He remains a member of the 
party's executive, playing a prominent 
role in the party’s Lovendegem branch 
and working as a volunteer at the party's 
headquarters in Brussels despite 
statements by the party’s president 
Bruno Valkeniers that the VB is no 
place for nazis and revisionists. 

At the rough trade end of the Belgian 
fascist scene, 150 boneheads held a new 
year concert organised by Blood and 
Honour Flanders on 10 January. The 
event took place in a parish centre in 
Nijlen near Antwerp. More than 100 
federal police officers were sent to assist 
the handful of local policemen but 


despite this big show of force the police 
did nothing to prevent the nazis’ 
criminal activities. Instead, the police 
were ordered to focus on the immediate 
vicinity of the venue which meant they 
stood outside directing traffic. 

Blood and Honour Flanders had 
wanted to organise its first hate rock 
event of 2009 in Rijkevorsel, a small 
town near the Dutch border, but the 
local mayor banned the event as soon as 
he learnt of the plan. This time, there 
were only German nazi bands on the 
bill: Jungsturm, Rotte Charlotte, 
Libertin and Angry  Bootboys. 
No incidents were reported. 

A few weeks earlier the Flemish 
extreme-right New Solidarist 
Alternative (NSA), a self-proclaimed 
“real” nationalist alternative to the 
“bourgeois” VB, failed again to make its 
mark on the Flanders far-right scene. 

A so-called “national demo”, held on 
the evening of 18 December in the 
streets of Gent and designed to take 
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the NSA out of its marginal isolation 
for good, attracted far less support than 
its organisers were expecting. 

The main theme of the march was 
“Amnesty for postwar repression 
victims”, but “unconditional amnesty for 
collaborators with the Nazi regime” 
would have been more accurate. This was 
one of the issues on which the VB 
focussed in its early years but nearly 65 
years after the liberation from Nazi 
occupation and terror the “amnesty 
question” plays no role in Belgian politics. 

The theme was therefore chosen with 
provocative intent but not a single far- 
right celebrity showed their face. 
Looking rather glum, the assembled 
ragbag of 60 right-wing extremists, 
most of them nazi skinheads, trudged 
through the town with their flaming 
torches, hemmed in by more than 200 
police. No incidents were reported but, 
unfortunately, nobody was arrested 
despite the loud and public use of racist 
slogans. << 


International 


Separate school classes ‘an act 
of the worst xenophobia’ 


By Alfio Bernabei 


FEARS ARE GROWING that Italy is 
sliding into institutionalised racism, 
following Parliament’s decision to 
create separate classes for foreign 
children and a legislative amendment 
that would require doctors to pass to the 
authorities the names of illegal 
immigrants attending surgeries to 
facilitate their expulsion. The concern 
arises because of the important role 
played by the xenophobic Northern 
League in Silvio —_ Berlusconi’s 
government, in which it holds Cabinet 
posts including the Interior Minister. 

Last year the Northern League was 
instrumental in advocating the 
fingerprinting of Gypsy children, later 
implemented amid an_ international 
outcry. Police were reported to have 
staged dawn raids to execute the order 
against a background of racist attacks 
against Roma camps some of which 
were firebombed by fascist thugs. 

The separation of foreign children in 
schools was proposed by the Northern 
League and passed in Parliament by 
265 votes to 246. It will now go before 
the Senate, where the government 
coalition enjoys a comfortable majority. 
Hopes of a rethink hinge on splits or 
defections among centre-right 
Senators. Opponents of the measure 
plan to protest outside the Senate 
during the debate. “If we proceed along 
this road the day will come when 
foreign children will have the letter 
“I” for immigrant sewed into their 
school uniforms,” said a former ally of 
Prime Minister Berlusconi. Other 
critics have made comparisons with 
laws enacted under the South African 
apartheid regime. 

If it were to come into force, foreign 
children would have to pass an entrance 
test before being admitted to “normal” 
classes. Those who failed would be 
placed in separate classes where they 
would follow Italian language, law and 
citizenship courses until they could pass 
the test. The foreign children, some of 
whom might be aged only five or six, 
would also have to learn “respect for 


territorial and regional traditions” and 
for “moral diversity and religious culture 
[of Italy]” as well as acquire an 
understanding of “rights and duties”. 
The same measure would require 
schools to implement a “proportionate 
distribution” of foreign students in 
normal school classes to make sure that 
Italian children would always form 
the majority. 

The Northern League claims that 
separate classes and tests would 
facilitate better integration in the long 
run. But Senator Vincenzo Vita of the 
centre-left Democratic Party described 
the measure as “an act of the worst 
xenophobia that takes us back to the 
racism and hatred towards diversity that 
existed three centuries ago”. Pierfelice 
Zazzera of the Italy of Values Party 
said, “It’s a measure that creates other 
walls, divides, excludes and segregates. 
Today we create separate classes for 
foreign pupils, tomorrow for the 
disabled, the day after for homosexuals, 
and then there will be separate classes 
for political affiliations”. 

Criticism is also mounting of a 
Northern League proposal to require 
doctors to deny medical assistance to 
illegal immigrants and report them to 
the authorities to enable their 
deportation. An amendment to the 
White Paper on immigration number 
733 would do away with the principle of 
confidentiality doctors have towards 
their patients. In the words of the 
Health Minister Maurizio Sacconi, 
“A doctor must inform if the patient is 
not within the law. If he is an illegal 
immigrant he must be treated as a 
clandestine as expelled from the 
country.” The amendment was 
discussed by the Commission on 
Constitutional Affairs and Justice of the 
Italian Senate. 

Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF), the 
Italian Society of Medical Practice 
Among Immigrants (SIMM) and other 
medical organisations _ protested 
immediately. Loris de Filippi, a 
spokesperson for MSF, said, “There has 
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been a longstanding principle among 
the medical profession not to report to 
the authorities patients without a 
permit of stay who need assistance in 
order to avoid the danger of medical 
marginalisation. This principle must be 
maintained.” Since 2003, in agreement 
with local health authorities, MSF have 
operated 35 medical centres throughout 
Italy taking care of 18,000 illegal 
immigrants. 

Following the protests progress of the 
amendment slowed over the Christmas 
period. But the issue has now been 
reignited after Northern League 
councillors in the Friuli-Venezia Giulia 
region of Northern Italy recommended 
the adoption of the measure without 
waiting for a government decision. 
“We believe that non-urgent therapies 
on illegal immigrants must cease and 
that they should be deported”, said one 
representative. “We shall request from 
doctors that patients without a permit 
of stay should be forwarded to the 
authorities.” 

Racism appears to be gaining ground 
in the region with the support of key 
figures in the Northern League. In one 
of its major towns, Pordenone, an 
exhibition on African culture was 


‘ recently opposed by the local Party 


spokesman with the words, “We don't 
need this rubbish. We don’t want to see 
any more immigrants around here. 
Not even in photographs.” ~<a 
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HOPE not hate is calling a trade union day of action on Friday 15 May as 
part of the campaign to prevent the BNP from winning seats in the 
European election. Our intention is to get hundreds of union branches 
engaging in some activity on this day in what will easily be the biggest 
show of opposition to fascism by trade unions in recent years. 


The greatest strength of unions is their members, so on Union Friday we 
will be encouraging union branches to target their members. Where 
this is not possible, we will be urging branches to carry out an activity in 
their neighbourhood. 


To support Union Friday and join the campaign against the BNP visit: 
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Return to: HOPE not hate, PO Box 1576 Ilford IG5 ONG 


